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Wealth and the Will of God looks at some of the spiritual resources of the
Christian tradition that can aid serious reflection on wealth and giving. Beginning
with Aristotle—who is crucial for understanding later Christian thought—the
book discusses Aquinas, Ignatius, Luther, Calvin, and Jonathan Edwards. Though
the ideas vary greatly, the chapters are organized to facilitate comparisons among
these thinkers on issues of ultimate purposes or aspirations of human life; on the
penultimate purposes of love, charity, friendship, and care; on the resources
available to human beings in this life; and finally on ways to connect and
implement in practice our identified resources with our ultimate ends.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ideas of major importance to the practice of philanthropy. The volume brings a philosophical and
theological perspective to questions about motives for and practices of giving that is little evident in the
extant contemporary literature on philanthropy." —Thomas H. Jeavons, ARNOVA

(Thomas H. Jeavons, ARNOVA)

A new book by Paul Schervish is always likely to be a development of interest to people who study and care
about philanthropy, as he is one of the most eminent experts on this topic. The book, co-written with Keith
Whitaker, has an explicitly religious angle, exploring some of the spiritual resources of the Christian
tradition that can aid serious reflection on wealth and giving. Six chapters focus, in turn, on six thinkers who
have written about the ultimate purposes of human life: Aristotle, Aquinas, Ignatius, Luther, Calvin and
(probably less well known to a UK audience), Jonathan Edwards, an 18th century American preacher. The
notion of ‘moral biographies’ is described as a means for integrating an individual’s personal capacity and
moral outlook in order to ‘live well’ and achieve their own ultimate ends. As an endorsement on the book
jacket notes, this book: 'brings a philosophical and theological perspective to questions about motives for and
practices of giving that is little evident in the extant contemporary literature on philanthropy'.Philanthropy
UK Nwsltr, Issue #41, Summer 2010

(Philanthropy UK Nwsltr 2010-01-00)

About the Author

Paul G. Schervish is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Center on Wealth and Philanthropy at
Boston College. He is author of Gospels of Wealth: How the Rich Portray Their Lives.

Keith Whitaker is a research fellow at Boston College’s Center on Wealth and Philanthropy and Managing
Director, Family Dynamics, at Wells Fargo Family Wealth. His work has appeared in Philanthropy
Magazine and The Wall Street Journal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Wealth and the



Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit
Studies) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gwen Dawes:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Wealth and the
Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit
Studies) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Wealth
and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and
Nonprofit Studies)is one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world on this book.

Agnes Shivers:

The e-book untitled Wealth and the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate
Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Wealth and
the Will of God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and
Nonprofit Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Rockwood:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Wealth and the Will of
God: Discerning the Use of Riches in the Service of Ultimate Purpose (Philanthropic and Nonprofit Studies),
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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