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Award-winning poet Martin Espada gives voice to the spirit of endurancein
the face of loss.

In this powerful new collection of poems, Martin Espada articulates the
transcendent vision of another, possible world. He invokes the words of Whitman
in “Vivasto Those Who Have Failed,” a cycle of sonnets about the Paterson Silk
Strike and the immigrant laborers who envisioned an eight-hour workday. At the
heart of thisvolume is a series of ten poems about the death of the poet’ s father.
“El Morivivi” uses the metaphor of a plant that grows in Puerto Rico to celebrate
the many lives of Frank Espada, community organizer, civil rights activist, and
documentary photographer, from ajailhouse in Mississippi to the streets of
Brooklyn. The son lyrically imagines his father’ s return to a bay in Puerto Rico:
“May the water glow blue as a hyacinth in your hands.” Other poems confront
collective grief in the wake of the killings at the Sandy Hook Elementary School
and police violence against people of color: “Heal the Cracksin the Bell of the
World” urges usto “melt the bulletsinto bells.” Y et the poet also revelsin the
absurd, recalling his dubious career as a Shakespearean “actor,” finding madness
and tenderness in the crowd at Fenway Park. In exquisitely wrought images,
Espada’ s poems show us the faces of Whitman’ s “numberless unknown heroes.”
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Award-winning poet Martin Espada gives voice to the spirit of endurance in the face of loss.

In this powerful new collection of poems, Martin Espada articul ates the transcendent vision of another,
possible world. He invokes the words of Whitman in “Vivas to Those Who Have Failed,” a cycle of sonnets
about the Paterson Silk Strike and the immigrant laborers who envisioned an eight-hour workday. At the
heart of this volume is a series of ten poems about the death of the poet’ s father. “El Morivivi” usesthe
metaphor of a plant that grows in Puerto Rico to celebrate the many lives of Frank Espada, community
organizer, civil rights activist, and documentary photographer, from ajailhouse in Mississippi to the streets
of Brooklyn. The son lyrically imagines his father’ s return to abay in Puerto Rico: “May the water glow blue
as a hyacinth in your hands.” Other poems confront collective grief in the wake of the killings at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School and police violence against people of color: “Heal the Cracksin the Bell of the
World” urges usto “melt the bulletsinto bells.” Y et the poet also revelsin the absurd, recalling his dubious
career as a Shakespearean “actor,” finding madness and tenderness in the crowd at Fenway Park. In
exquisitely wrought images, Espada’ s poems show us the faces of Whitman’s “numberless unknown
heroes.”
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Editorial Review

Review

“In a passionate collection that is socially conscious and personal, ecstatic and elegiac al at once, Martin
Espada’ s collection of poems Vivasto Those Who Have Failed should be read again and again, silently and
aloud, in sadness and celebration of those who have fought throughout history and refuse to be forgotten.”
(Massachusetts Review)

“This poet’ swork breathes life into those who fail ed?the downtrodden, the forgotten, and the dead?so that
their voices may speak to us now....Espada s poems act as a salve for today’ s violence, just as Whitman’'s
poems dress the wounds of the Civil War.” (The Rumpus)

“Espada at his brilliant best, the poet laureate of our New America, with avoice that breaks heart, gives
courage and burns al illusions.” (Junot Diaz)

“In the battle against forgetfulness, in the ongoing war against dumb distraction and voluntary blindness,
Martin Espadais our Subcomandante. With an ear sweetened by long listening to voices most often unheard,
he writes poems that resonate like bells forged of bronze and blood.” (Tim Seibles)

“Martin Espadais one of the few poets in our time who really matters, because his words matter, and the
people and the world he writes about matter. One thinks of Neruda, of Whitman, of Philip Levine as one
finds oneself caught up by the magic of Espada’ svoice.” (Paul Mariani)

“Memorable, vital, heart-stopping poems. Eloquent in his celebration of those whose names and faces are
‘rubbed off / by oblivion’s thumb like a Roman coin,” laureate of ballparks and boxing rings, mad love and
workers' strikes, moving elegist... Martin Espadais an essentially American poet and true son of Walt
Whitman.” (Alicia Ostriker)

“In histenderly elegiac, yet fierce collection...Espada s poems continue to define the role of the poet as an
emotional historian. Like Whitman, Espada stirs in us an undeniable social consciousness and
connectedness.” (Richard Blanco)

About the Author
Martin Espada has received the Shelley Memorial Award and a Guggenheim Fellowship, and was afinalist
for the Pulitzer Prize. He teaches at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jose Callender:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you



should have this Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems.

Méelissa Conner:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book Vivasto Those Who Have Failed: Poems has been making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Vivasto Those Who Have Failed: Poemsis not only giving you alot more
new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Vivas to Those Who Have
Failed: Poems. Y ou never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Roger Lindsey:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Vivasto Those Who Have Failed: Poems can be
the respond to, oh how comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by
reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

IrmaKéelner:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems can make you experience
more interested to read.
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