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Everyone knows that the world is flat and supported on the backs of four
elephants. But weren't there supposed to be five? Indeed there were. So where is
it?

When duty calls, Commander Vimes of the Ankh-Morpork constabulary
answers—even if he doesn't want to. Now, he's been invited to attend a royal
function as both detective and diplomat. The one role he relishes; the other
requires, well, ruby tights. Of course, where cops (even those clad in tights) go,
alas, crime follows. An attempted assassination and a theft soon lead to a
desperate chase from the low halls of Discworld royalty to the legendary fat
mines of Uberwald, where lard is found in underground seams along with tusks
and teeth and other precious ivory artifacts. It's up to the dauntless
Vimes—bothered as usual by a familiar cast of Discworld inhabitants (you know,
trolls, dwarfs, werewolves, vampires, and such)—to solve the puzzle of the
missing pachyderm. Which, of course, he will . . . after all, solving mysteries is
his job.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Terry Pratchett has a seemingly endless capacity for generating inventively comic novels about the
Discworld and its inhabitants, but there is in the hearts of most of his admirers a particular place for those
novels that feature the hard-bitten captain of the Ankh-Morpork City Watch, Samuel Vimes. Sent as
ambassador to the Northern principality of Uberwald where they mine gold, iron, and fat--but never silver--
he is caught up in an uneasy truce between dwarfs, werewolves, and vampires in the theft of the Scone of
Stone (a particularly important piece of dwarf bread) and in the old werewolf custom of giving humans a
short start in the hunt and then cheating.

Pratchett is always at his best when the comedy is combined with a real sense of jeopardy that even favorite
characters might be hurt if there was a good joke in it. As always, the most unlikely things crop up as the
subjects of gags--Chekhov, grand opera, the Caine Mutiny--and as always there are remorselessly funny gags
about the inevitability of story:

They say that the fifth elephant came screaming and trumpeting through the atmosphere of the
young world all those years ago and landed hard enough to split continents and raise
mountains.

No one actually saw it land, which raised the interesting philosophical question: when millions
of tons of angry elephant come spinning through the sky, and there is no one to hear it, does it--
philosophically speaking--make a noise?

As for the dwarfs, whose legend it is, and who mine a lot deeper than other people, they say
that there is a grain of truth in it.

All this, the usual guest appearances, and Gaspode the Wonder Dog. --Roz Kaveney,
Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly
Acclaimed British author Pratchett continues to distinguish himself from his colleagues with
clever plot lines and genuinely likable characters in this first-rate addition to his long-running
Discworld fantasy series (Carpe Jugulum, etc.). This time around, the inhabitants of
Discworld's Ankh-Morpork have turned their attentions in the direction of Uberwald--a country
rich in valuable minerals and high-quality fat deposits. (The fifth elephant, it seems, left all
these when he or she crashed and burned in Uberwald at the beginning of time.) Ankh-
Morpork's policeman Sam Vimes has been sent there to represent his people at a coronation--
and to find the recently stolen, rock-hard and symbolically important (at least to the Dwarf
population) Scone of Stone. As he tells Vimes's story (and surrounding ones), Pratchett
cheerfully takes readers on an exuberant tale of mystery and invention, including the efforts of
a clique of neo-Nazi werewolves to destabilize Uberwald. Along the way, he skewers
everything from monarchy to fascism, as well as communism and capitalism, oil wealth and
ethnic identities, Russian plays, immigration, condoms and evangelical Christianity--in short,
most everything worth talking about. Not as perfect as Pratchett's Hogfather but in the same
class, this novel is a heavyweight of lightness. 200,000 ad/promo; 7-city author tour. (Apr.)
FYI: At the end of The Fifth Elephant is appended a "handy travel guide" to the "World of



Terry Pratchett," including a character guide to the Discworld novels and a Discworld
crossword puzzle.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-A book that's part mystery, part action-adventure, and all funny. Someone has stolen the
original Scone of Stone from a dwarf vault in ?berwald and its replica. The new Low King of
the dwarves cannot be crowned without it, and the current candidate for the throne is more
moderate than certain factions would like. The fifth elephant of the title is the mythical beast
responsible for providing the mountains of ?berwald with their rich deposits of gold, silver,
iron and fat-the real reason that dwarven politics matter in Ankh-Morpork. While this is not the
best story to begin an exploration of the "Discworld" (HarperCollins), fans of the series will
enjoy it.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Here thing why this The Fifth Elephant: A Novel of Discworld are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Fifth Elephant: A Novel of
Discworld giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Fifth Elephant: A Novel of Discworld. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Fifth Elephant: A Novel of
Discworld in e-book can be your choice.

Terri Root:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Fifth Elephant: A
Novel of Discworld e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt The Fifth Elephant: A Novel of Discworld as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Amanda Lara:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more



important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at
some books. Among the books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Fifth Elephant:
A Novel of Discworld. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get
many advantages.

William Evans:

You can get this The Fifth Elephant: A Novel of Discworld by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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