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This biography probes the unusual mind, the dramatic life, and the outstanding
scientific work of Danish-born immunologist Niels Jerne (1911–1994). Jerne’s
Nobel Prize-winning achievements in the field of immunology place him in the
pantheon of great twentieth-century biomedical theorists, yet his life is perhaps
even more interesting than his science. Science as Autobiography tells Jerne’s
story, weaving together a narrative of his life experiences, emotional life, and
extraordinarily creative scientific work.

A legendary figure who preferred an afternoon of conversation in a Paris wine
bar to work in the laboratory, Jerne was renowned for his unparalleled powers of
concentration and analytical keenness as well as his dissonant personal life. The
book explores Jerne the man and scientist, making the fascinating argument that
his life experience and view of himself became a metaphorical resource for the
construction of his theories. The book also probes the moral issues that
surrounded Jerne’s choice to sacrifice his family in favor of scientific goals and
the pursuit of excellence.
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This biography probes the unusual mind, the dramatic life, and the outstanding scientific work of Danish-
born immunologist Niels Jerne (1911–1994). Jerne’s Nobel Prize-winning achievements in the field of
immunology place him in the pantheon of great twentieth-century biomedical theorists, yet his life is perhaps
even more interesting than his science. Science as Autobiography tells Jerne’s story, weaving together a
narrative of his life experiences, emotional life, and extraordinarily creative scientific work.

A legendary figure who preferred an afternoon of conversation in a Paris wine bar to work in the laboratory,
Jerne was renowned for his unparalleled powers of concentration and analytical keenness as well as his
dissonant personal life. The book explores Jerne the man and scientist, making the fascinating argument that
his life experience and view of himself became a metaphorical resource for the construction of his theories.
The book also probes the moral issues that surrounded Jerne’s choice to sacrifice his family in favor of
scientific goals and the pursuit of excellence.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is indeed a highly original book, not only as the first biography of so important a modern scientist as
Jerne but also for the approach it takes in presenting his psychological and philosophical makeup."

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Danish

About the Author

Thomas Söderqvist is professor of history of medicine and chair of the Department of History of Medicine
at the University of Copenhagen.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Petrus:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Science as Autobiography: The
Troubled Life of Niels Jern is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Susan Padgett:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Science as Autobiography: The Troubled Life of Niels Jern book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer regarding Science as Autobiography: The Troubled Life of Niels Jern content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Science as Autobiography: The Troubled Life of Niels
Jern is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Edna Spalding:

The book untitled Science as Autobiography: The Troubled Life of Niels Jern contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The



author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Alta Favors:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Science as Autobiography: The
Troubled Life of Niels Jern is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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