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The orthodox doctrine of the incarnation affirms that Christ is both truly divine
and truly human. This, however, raises the question of how these two natures can
co-exist in the one, united person of Christ without undermining the integrity of
either nature. Kenotic theologians address this problem by arguing that Christ
'emptied' himself of his divine attributes or prerogatives in order to become a
human being.

David R. Law contends that a type of kenotic Christology is present in
Kierkegaard's works, developed independently of the Christologies of
contemporary kenotic theologians. Like many of the classic kenotic theologians
of the 19th century, Kierkegaard argues that Christ underwent limitation on
becoming a human being. Where he differs from his contemporaries is in
emphasizing the radical nature of this limitation and in bringing out its existential
consequences.

The aim of Kierkegaard's Christology is not to provide a rationally satisfying
theory of the incarnation, but to highlight the existential challenge with which
Christ confronts each human being. Kierkegaard advances 'existential
kenoticism', a form of kenotic Christology which extends the notion of the
kenosis of Christ to the Christian believer, who is called upon to live a life of
kenotic discipleship in which the believer follows Christ's example of lowly,
humble, and suffering service. Kierkegaard thus shifts the problem of kenosis
from the intellectual problem of working out how divinity and humanity can be
united in Christ's Person to the existential problem of discipleship.
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The orthodox doctrine of the incarnation affirms that Christ is both truly divine and truly human. This,
however, raises the question of how these two natures can co-exist in the one, united person of Christ
without undermining the integrity of either nature. Kenotic theologians address this problem by arguing that
Christ 'emptied' himself of his divine attributes or prerogatives in order to become a human being.

David R. Law contends that a type of kenotic Christology is present in Kierkegaard's works, developed
independently of the Christologies of contemporary kenotic theologians. Like many of the classic kenotic
theologians of the 19th century, Kierkegaard argues that Christ underwent limitation on becoming a human
being. Where he differs from his contemporaries is in emphasizing the radical nature of this limitation and in
bringing out its existential consequences.

The aim of Kierkegaard's Christology is not to provide a rationally satisfying theory of the incarnation, but to
highlight the existential challenge with which Christ confronts each human being. Kierkegaard advances
'existential kenoticism', a form of kenotic Christology which extends the notion of the kenosis of Christ to
the Christian believer, who is called upon to live a life of kenotic discipleship in which the believer follows
Christ's example of lowly, humble, and suffering service. Kierkegaard thus shifts the problem of kenosis
from the intellectual problem of working out how divinity and humanity can be united in Christ's Person to
the existential problem of discipleship.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Law s book is an excellent presentation of Kierkegaard s Christology that comes highly recommended. It is
thorough in its examination of the relevant material, meticulous in its descriptions of historic Christological
positions and definitions of their terminology, and discriminating in its conclusions. It is in sum an excellent
survey of Kierkegaard s Christological thought."--Journal of Religion

About the Author

David R. Law is Reader in Christian Thought at the University of Manchester. He is author of Kierkegaard
as Negative Theologian and a contributor to The Oxford Handbook of Theology and Modern European
Thought edited by Nicholas Adams, George Pattison, and Graham Ward, and The Oxford Handbook of
Kierkegaard' edited by John Lippitt and George Pattison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Kierkegaard's Kenotic Christology
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Margie Sutton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Kierkegaard's Kenotic Christology, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lydia Baum:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to



pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Kierkegaard's Kenotic Christology why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Barbara Robbins:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Kierkegaard's Kenotic Christology to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that
the book Kierkegaard's Kenotic Christology can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of this time.
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