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A shocking exposé of sexual abuse and the struggle for justice at one of
America's most prestigious schools

In June 2012, Amos Kamil's New York Times Magazine cover story, "Prep-
School Predators," caused a shock wave that is still rippling. In his piece, Kamil
detailed a decades-long pattern of sexual abuse at the highly prestigious Horace
Mann School in the Bronx. After the article appeared, Kamil closely observed the
fallout. While the article revealed the misdeeds of three teachers, this was just the
beginning: an extraordinary twenty-two former Horace Mann teachers and
administrators have since been accused of abuse.
In Great Is the Truth, Kamil and his coauthor, Sean Elder, tell the riveting story
of how one of the country's leading schools was beset by scandal. In 1970,
Horace Mann hired R. Inslee "Inky" Clark Jr. as its headmaster. As Yale's
wunderkind dean of admissions, Clark had helped revolutionize the Ivy League
by recruiting a more diverse student body. In the coming years, he would raise
Horace Mann to new heights of academic distinction even as serious complaints
against beloved teachers were ignored. Kamil and Elder introduce those teachers,
among them a popular football coach who had reportedly tried out for the
Washington Redskins, a distinguished conductor who took his prize students on
foreign trips, an otherworldly English teacher who discussed Eastern philosophy
over tea and helped tend the school's gardens, and another English instructor,
who told his students that they were mere dust under his foot in comparison to
Shakespeare.
In gripping detail, Kamil and Elder relate what happened as survivors of abuse
came forward and sought redress. We see the school and its influential backers
circle the wagons. We meet Horace Mann alumni who work to change New York
State's sexual abuse laws. We follow a celebrity lawyer's contentious efforts to
achieve a settlement. And we encounter a former teacher who candidly recalls his
inappropriate relationships with students. Kamil and Elder also examine other
institutions-from prep schools to the Catholic Church-that have sought to atone
for their complicity in abuse and to prevent it from reoccurring.
"Great is the truth and it prevails" may be the motto of Horace Mann, but for
many alumni the truth remains all too hard to come by. This book is essential
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reading for anyone trying to understand how an elite institution can fail those in
its charge, and what can be done about it.
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In June 2012, Amos Kamil's New York Times Magazine cover story, "Prep-School Predators," caused a
shock wave that is still rippling. In his piece, Kamil detailed a decades-long pattern of sexual abuse at the
highly prestigious Horace Mann School in the Bronx. After the article appeared, Kamil closely observed the
fallout. While the article revealed the misdeeds of three teachers, this was just the beginning: an
extraordinary twenty-two former Horace Mann teachers and administrators have since been accused of
abuse.
In Great Is the Truth, Kamil and his coauthor, Sean Elder, tell the riveting story of how one of the country's
leading schools was beset by scandal. In 1970, Horace Mann hired R. Inslee "Inky" Clark Jr. as its
headmaster. As Yale's wunderkind dean of admissions, Clark had helped revolutionize the Ivy League by
recruiting a more diverse student body. In the coming years, he would raise Horace Mann to new heights of
academic distinction even as serious complaints against beloved teachers were ignored. Kamil and Elder
introduce those teachers, among them a popular football coach who had reportedly tried out for the
Washington Redskins, a distinguished conductor who took his prize students on foreign trips, an
otherworldly English teacher who discussed Eastern philosophy over tea and helped tend the school's
gardens, and another English instructor, who told his students that they were mere dust under his foot in
comparison to Shakespeare.
In gripping detail, Kamil and Elder relate what happened as survivors of abuse came forward and sought
redress. We see the school and its influential backers circle the wagons. We meet Horace Mann alumni who
work to change New York State's sexual abuse laws. We follow a celebrity lawyer's contentious efforts to
achieve a settlement. And we encounter a former teacher who candidly recalls his inappropriate relationships
with students. Kamil and Elder also examine other institutions-from prep schools to the Catholic Church-that
have sought to atone for their complicity in abuse and to prevent it from reoccurring.
"Great is the truth and it prevails" may be the motto of Horace Mann, but for many alumni the truth remains
all too hard to come by. This book is essential reading for anyone trying to understand how an elite
institution can fail those in its charge, and what can be done about it.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A clear-eyed account of how money, power and prestige collude both to enable absolutely monstrous
behavior and to prevent those most deserving of justice from getting it.” ?Janet Reitman, The New York
Times Book Review

“Powerful . . . This book is very good.” ?Peter Steinfels, Commonweal

“A 'must read' investigative work as dramatic and wrenching as any Hollywood playwright could come up
with.” ?David Brinn, The Jerusalem Post

“To Kamil’s credit, he never attacks his alma mater for its handling of the sex scandal, but he uses his
narrative to bring truth out of darkness and let it prevail, just as it does in the words of Horace Mann’s school
song. A disturbing but necessary book.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“Kamil's deep roots in the Horace Mann community allowed him to draw on numerous interviews with
alumni and teachers. Essential for academic and public libraries.” ?Seth Kershner, Library Journal

“Yes, Amos Kamil and Sean Elder's Great Is the Truth is shocking, riveting, and appalling, but it is also
much more: a cautionary tale of how an elite, privileged institution can lose its way, not realize it, and, even
after the corruption is revealed, still be incapable of doing the right thing. A must-read!” ?William D.
Cohan, author of The Price of Silence: The Duke Lacrosse Scandal, the Power of the Elite, and the
Corruption of Our Great Universities

“Great Is the Truth is a terrific, probing tale of an important subject. In the best journalistic tradition, Amos
Kamil and Sean Elder have combined a penetrating investigation with a moving and intimate narrative. They
have revealed the previously hidden culture of sexual predation at one of our leading private schools, and,
more frightening still, the culture of complicity of what seems at times the school's entire professional
community. This is a powerful, harrowing book. Everyone should pay attention.” ?Steve Fishman, writer at
New York magazine

“There is something inexhaustibly mysterious about our infamous pedophilia contagions. How exactly did so
very many Catholic priests get away with it? Does the serial molester Jerry Sandusky really believe he was
framed for forty-five guilty counts, as he insists to this day? And when Amos Kamil's New York Times
Magazine story about teachers molesting students at the elite New York prep school Horace Mann appeared,
it was as if a many-roomed mansion bright with sunlight went suddenly dark, moldy, and rotten. Great Is the
Truth reopens each shrouded room and every last closet. Kamil and Sean Elder have walked straight into the
darkness and come back with a fearless, revelatory book.” ?Lorraine Adams, author of Harbor

“Amos Kamil made headlines when he broke three decades of silence surrounding the sexual abuse of
students at one of the nation's top prep schools. Now, with a rigorous passion for the truth, he and Sean Elder
explore why the school he loved has refused to look into its shocking past. This book, brimming with
empathy for schoolmates who were betrayed by the teachers they trusted, is a righteous demonstration that
the truth is great-if only we have the courage to tell it.” ?Marc Fisher, senior editor at The Washington
Post



“Part memoir, part investigative reporting, Great Is the Truth is a richly layered and ultimately balanced
account of the decades-long trend of sexual abuse at Horace Mann. Kamil's deeply personal perspective and
his and Elder's dogged research enhance each other, conflicting emotion and comprehensive information
blending to create a compelling narrative.” ?Sarah Saffian, author of Ithaka: A Daughter’s Memoir of
Being Found

“Predators. Pedophiles. Rapists. No sum of money, no apology, can right the wrongs that were committed
against the students of Horace Mann. But Great Is the Truth is the next best thing: a clear-eyed account of
the institutional corruption that made the abuse possible.” ?James S. Hirsch, author of Willie Mays: The
Life, the Legend and Hurricane: The Miraculous Journey of Rubin Carter

About the Author
Amos Kamil is a playwright, screenwriter, and investigative reporter. His 2012 cover story in The New York
Times Magazine brought the Horace Mann scandal to light. Sean Elder has written for Newsweek; New
York; National Geographic; O, The Oprah Magazine; and numerous other publications. He lives in Mill
Valley, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Muriel Carpenter:

The book Great Is the Truth: Secrecy, Scandal, and the Quest for Justice at the Horace Mann School gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make studying a book Great Is the Truth: Secrecy, Scandal, and the Quest for Justice at the
Horace Mann School to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a reserve Great Is the Truth: Secrecy, Scandal, and the Quest for Justice at the Horace Mann
School. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Brandon Erickson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Great Is the Truth: Secrecy,
Scandal, and the Quest for Justice at the Horace Mann School. All type of book can you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nicole Montes:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be



smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Great Is the Truth: Secrecy, Scandal,
and the Quest for Justice at the Horace Mann School book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Hector Medlin:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Great Is the Truth: Secrecy, Scandal, and the Quest for Justice at the Horace Mann School.
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