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She was born Virginia Katherine McMath, but the world would come to know
her—and love her—as Ginger Rogers: Broadway star, Academy Award-winning
actress, and the ultimate on-screen dancing partner of the inimitable Fred Astaire.
In Ginger: My Story, the legendary entertainer shares the triumphs of a
remarkable career that began when she won a Texas dancing contest at age
fourteen; the joys and heartbreaks of her five marriages; her relationships with
some of Hollywood's major leading men, including Cary Grant, Jimmy Stewart,
and damaged daredevil billionaire Howard Hughes; and the strength of her
religious convictions that got her through thick and thin.

Lavishly illustrated with rare photographs from the author's personal collection,
Ginger is an enthralling, behind-the-scenes tour of Hollywood life during the
Golden Age of movies by one of its most enduring stars.
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She was born Virginia Katherine McMath, but the world would come to know her—and love her—as Ginger
Rogers: Broadway star, Academy Award-winning actress, and the ultimate on-screen dancing partner of the
inimitable Fred Astaire. In Ginger: My Story, the legendary entertainer shares the triumphs of a remarkable
career that began when she won a Texas dancing contest at age fourteen; the joys and heartbreaks of her five
marriages; her relationships with some of Hollywood's major leading men, including Cary Grant, Jimmy
Stewart, and damaged daredevil billionaire Howard Hughes; and the strength of her religious convictions
that got her through thick and thin.

Lavishly illustrated with rare photographs from the author's personal collection, Ginger is an enthralling,
behind-the-scenes tour of Hollywood life during the Golden Age of movies by one of its most enduring stars.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Winning a dance contest in Texas launched the 14-year-old Virginia Katherine McMath on her acting career
and eventful personal life, episodes, emotions and dialogue from which she recreates here in exhaustive
detail. Now 79, this devout Christian Scientist recalls her early vaudeville days in a determinedly upbeat
tone, as well as her stage and film hits, including the 10 musicals-- Top Hat , Swing Time , etc.--in which she
and Fred Astaire co-starred. Also discussed is Rogers's Oscar-winning Kitty Foyle and acclaimed roles in
Hello Dolly and Mame . The author brightens an uninspired narrative style with backstage and Hollywood
anecdotes and names, and tells of her five husbands--and of her romances with the likes of Cary Grant,
Jimmy Stewart and Howard Hughes. She also encountered political figures--from U.S. presidents to the shah
of Iran and Juan Peron. Recommended for fans who cherish every scrap of trivia about their idol. Photos not
seen by PW.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Rogers is a consummate storyteller in addition to being an entertainment legend. In this autobiography, she
chronicles her rise to stardom and describes her various dramatic and musical film roles. She also reviews
her five marriages and various romances, while charmingly setting the record straight on her partnership with
Fred Astaire. Although candid in her revelations, she respects the people and events that touched her--there
is no tabloid gossip here. The positive influence of her mother, Lela, and open testimony to a deep religious
faith figure strongly in her life's story, which is rich in detail and humor. Rogers shines through as a
vivacious, talented, and self-confident individual with an earthy response to her amazing career. This
delightful chronicle of 50 years in entertainment is refined, well-written fun. Recommended for circulating
libraries. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 6/15/91.
- Carol J. Binkowski, Bloomfield, N.J.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Serviceable autobiography of the dancer-comedienne-leading lady, now 80. Rogers does an always
absorbing job of recreating her legendary career without ever quite capturing the voice we all remember
from her films. As a young comedienne, she often gave a mischievous, sassy edge to her roles, coming on
fast and smart. The woman who writes this book, however, has been a nondrinking, largely nonsmoking
Christian Scientist all her adult life--not the opinionated, raspy personality the ``Ginger'' implies. Rogers has
been the victim of husbands given to partying, drink, and philandering rather than a woman chasing her own
satisfactions. Born Virginia McMath in Independence, Missouri, she was stage- struck early, winning dance
contests and then joining the vaudeville circuits at 14; luckily, she had a wise mother who guided her
professionally for much of her life while allowing Rogers to make her own mistakes romantically. They
parted company briefly when, at 17, Rogers married Jack Culpepper, 29, who turned out to be a drunk. At
19, the performer was the toast of Broadway, starring in Florenz Ziegfeld's production of George and Ira
Gershwin's Girl Crazy and off on a rocket that took her through 19 films before Flying Down to Rio teamed
her with Fred Astaire. She doesn't mention her wit for stealing scenes in those earlier films but makes clear
that she was an accomplished artist with strong film presence even before her teaming with Astaire. Rogers
describes the making of each of the team's musicals, her hard times with director Mark Sandrich (Top Hat),
love for George Stevens (Swing Time, her favorite--but really not the team's best film, which is Roberta).
Marriage to her idol Lew Ayres dissolved after six years, an on-and-off romance with Cary Grant fizzled.
Keeps you rapt, mostly. High point: the Oscar for Kitty Foyle. (Black-and-white photographs--not seen.) --



Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Ginger: My Story had been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book
Ginger: My Story is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
the book Ginger: My Story. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Veronica McFadden:

The particular book Ginger: My Story will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The
book Ginger: My Story is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Roger Bennett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ginger: My Story can be excellent book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Rose Heck:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Ginger: My Story can make you feel more interested to read.
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