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The American experience in Vietnam divided us as a nation and eroded our
confidence in both the morality and the effectiveness of our foreign policy. Y et
our understanding of this tragic episode remains superficial because, then and
now, we have never grasped the passionate commitment with which the
Vietnamese clung to and fought over their own competing visions of what
Vietnam was and what it might become. To understand the war, we must
understand the Vietnamese, their culture, and their ways of looking at the world.
Neil L. Jamieson, after many years of living and working in Vietnam, has written
the book that provides this understanding.

Jamieson paints a portrait of twentieth-century Vietnam. Against the background
of traditiona Vietnamese culture, he takes us through the saga of modern
Vietnamese history and Western involvement in the country, from the coming of
the French in 1858 through the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Throughout his
analysis, he allows the Vietnamese—both our friends and foes, and those who
wished to be neither—to speak for themselves through poetry, fiction, essays,
newspaper editorials and reports of interviews and personal experiences.

By putting our old and partial perceptions into this new and broader context,
Jamieson provides positive insights that may perhaps ease the lingering pain and
doubt resulting from our involvement in Vietnam. As the United States and
Vietnam appear poised to embark on a new phase in their relationship,
Jamieson's book is particularly timely.
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The American experience in Vietnam divided us as a nation and eroded our confidence in both the morality
and the effectiveness of our foreign policy. Y et our understanding of this tragic episode remains superficial
because, then and now, we have never grasped the passionate commitment with which the Vietnamese clung
to and fought over their own competing visions of what Vietham was and what it might become. To
understand the war, we must understand the Vietnamese, their culture, and their ways of looking at the
world. Neil L. Jamieson, after many years of living and working in Vietnam, has written the book that
provides this understanding.

Jamieson paints a portrait of twentieth-century Vietnam. Against the background of traditional Vietnamese
culture, he takes us through the saga of modern Vietnamese history and Western involvement in the country,
from the coming of the French in 1858 through the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Throughout his analysis,
he allows the Viethamese—both our friends and foes, and those who wished to be neither—to speak for
themselves through poetry, fiction, essays, newspaper editorials and reports of interviews and personal
experiences.

By putting our old and partial perceptionsinto this new and broader context, Jamieson provides positive
insights that may perhaps ease the lingering pain and doubt resulting from our involvement in Vietham. As
the United States and Vietham appear poised to embark on a new phase in their relationship, Jamieson's book
isparticularly timely.
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Editorial Review

Review

" Jamieson ranges over the entire sweep of Vietnamese political culture, using as his window of observation
the past century's Vietnamese literary output. There is nothing quite like thisin print."--"Indochina
Chronology

From the Back Cover

To better understand ourselves, we must understand the Vietnam War. We must |earn more about
Vietnamese culture and Vietnamese paradigms in order to untangle the muddled debates about our own.
Realizing that we must do thisisthe first and most important lesson of Vietnam. And it is one we Americans
have been exasperatingly slow to learn. We remain far too ready to assume that other people are, or want to
be, or should be, like us.

About the Author

Neil L. Jamieson ison the staff of the Winrock International Institute for Agricultural Development and is
also a Senior Associate of the Indochina Institute at George Mason University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Samuel Lester:

This Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get.
This Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Understanding Vietnam (Philip E.
Lilienthal Book.) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you
can haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.)
having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jeffery Herring:

Here thing why that Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of al reading abook is good but it really depends in the content from it which isthe content is as
delightful asfood or not. Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with
Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Itis
possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Understanding Vietnam (Philip E.
Lilienthal Book.) in e-book can be your alternative.



Mark Bock:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to test ook for book, may be the e-book untitled Understanding Vietnam (Philip E.
Lilienthal Book.) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christopher Pipkin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book

that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) provide you with new experiencein
reading through a book.
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