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Without denying the difficulties that confront migrants and their distant kin, this
volume highlights the agency of family members in transnational processes of
care, in an effort to acknowledge the transnational family as an increasingly
common family form and to question the predominantly negative
conceptualisations of this type of family. It re-conceptualises transnational care
as a set of activities that circulates between home and host countries - across
generations - and fluctuates over the life course, going beyond a focus on
mother-child relationships to include multidirectional exchanges across
generations and between genders. It highlights, in particular, how the sense of
belonging in transnational families is sustained by the reciprocal, though uneven,
exchange of caregiving, which binds members together in intergenerational
networks of reciprocity and obligation, love and trust that are simultaneously
fraught with tension, contest and relations of unequal power. The chapters that
make up this volume cover a rich array of ethnographic case studies including
analyses of transnational families who circulate care between developing nations
in Africa, Latin America and Asia to wealthier nations in North America, Europe
and Australia. There are also examples of intra- and extra- European, Australian
and North American migration, which involve the mobility of both the unskilled
and working class as well as the skilled middle and aspirational classes.
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Without denying the difficulties that confront migrants and their distant kin, this volume highlights the
agency of family members in transnational processes of care, in an effort to acknowledge the transnational
family as an increasingly common family form and to question the predominantly negative
conceptualisations of this type of family. It re-conceptualises transnational care as a set of activities that
circulates between home and host countries - across generations - and fluctuates over the life course, going
beyond a focus on mother-child relationships to include multidirectional exchanges across generations and
between genders. It highlights, in particular, how the sense of belonging in transnational families is sustained
by the reciprocal, though uneven, exchange of caregiving, which binds members together in
intergenerational networks of reciprocity and obligation, love and trust that are simultaneously fraught with
tension, contest and relations of unequal power. The chapters that make up this volume cover a rich array of
ethnographic case studies including analyses of transnational families who circulate care between developing
nations in Africa, Latin America and Asia to wealthier nations in North America, Europe and Australia.
There are also examples of intra- and extra- European, Australian and North American migration, which
involve the mobility of both the unskilled and working class as well as the skilled middle and aspirational
classes.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Baldassar and Merla break new intellectual ground in this eminently readable and provocative book
extending understanding of the nature of mobility and absence in contemporary family life. The essays
ambitiously examine the intricate ways family members ? including mothers and children, fathers and elders,
those who move and those who stay ? care for each other through processes of reciprocal exchange, across
and despite distance. Theoretically brilliant and ethnographically rich, Transnational Families, Migration
and the Circulation of Care is one of the most bold and exciting works to emerge in transnational studies in
some years."

- Sarah Lamb, Brandeis University, Anthropology, Author of Aging and the Indian Diaspora: Cosmopolitan
Families in India and Abroad

"This is a wide-ranging and compelling study of migrant families coping with the practical and emotional
difficulties of living and working across borders in communities which may be many thousands of miles
apart. Modern ways of communicating (Skype, Facebook, YouTube and the like) may help, but of crucial
importance are their social relationships, tried and tested in the past, but which now face the new challenges
of caring transnationally."

- Ralph Grillo, University of Sussex

"This new book on care circulation and transnational family relationships expands the concept of family in
contemporary societies. The stimulating selection of chapters combines a theorisation of transnational family
practices with empirical studies, opening up new understandings of care, support socialisation over the life
course across borders. The collection represents an important shift in focus from a Western notion of the
nuclear family to a notion of social community involving kin and affinities within transnational settings -
communities made possible through virtual technology on a global scale. The volume's central contribution
will necessitate a widening of social and family policy taking into consideration consequences of global
mobility."

- Ulla Björnberg (Gothenburg University)

About the Author

Loretta Baldassar is Professor in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology at the University of
Western Australia and Adjunct Principal Research Fellow, School of Political and Social Inquiry, Monash
University.

Laura Merla is a sociologist and Deputy Director of the Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Families and
Sexualities (CIRFASE) at the Catholic University of Louvain (Belgium).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Transnational Families, Migration and the Circulation
of Care: Understanding Mobility and Absence in Family Life (Routledge Research in Transnationalism).

Karen Moore:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Transnational Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care:
Understanding Mobility and Absence in Family Life (Routledge Research in Transnationalism) seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The book Transnational Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care:
Understanding Mobility and Absence in Family Life (Routledge Research in Transnationalism) is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Transnational
Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care: Understanding Mobility and Absence in Family Life
(Routledge Research in Transnationalism). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Beth Murray:

Transnational Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care: Understanding Mobility and Absence in
Family Life (Routledge Research in Transnationalism) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Transnational Families,
Migration and the Circulation of Care: Understanding Mobility and Absence in Family Life (Routledge
Research in Transnationalism) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Joy Hutchinson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be



learn. Transnational Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care: Understanding Mobility and Absence
in Family Life (Routledge Research in Transnationalism) can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.
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