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From a highly decorated general, a brilliant new way of understanding war and
its role in the twenty-first century.

Drawing on his vast experience as a commander during the first Gulf War, and in
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Northern Ireland, General Rupert Smith gives us a probing
analysis of modern war. He demonstrates why today’s conflicts must be
understood as intertwined political and military events, and makes clear why the
current model of total war has failed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other recent
campaigns. Smith offers a compelling contemporary vision for how to secure our
world and the consequences of ignoring the new, shifting face of war.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In his opening remarks, Smith provocatively states, "war no longer exists." Of course, he does not mean that
mass organized violence has ended; rather, he refers to the end of large-scale industrialized warfare
characterized by the use of massive tank columns supported by the application of intensive air power. Smith,
who spent 40 years in the British army, including service in the first Gulf War, Bosnia, and Northern Ireland,
maintains the development of nuclear weapons has essentially made such warfare obsolete. Current and
especially future wars fought by Western powers are likely to be low-intensity conflicts, often waged against
stateless opponents. Because it is not practical or even possible to win these struggles through the application
of purely military force, Smith insists a revolution, or new paradigm, must occur in our conception of these
struggles. As a start, we must understand the political context in which our adversaries act. Once identified,
political objectives must always drive the military efforts, Smith insists, even at the expense of "sound"
military strategy. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“One of the most important books on modern warfare in the last decade. We would be better off if the United
States had a few more generals like him.” —The Washington Post Book World

 

“An impressive and absorbing work of military analysis. . . . Smith is the Clausewitz of low-intensity conflict
and peacekeeping operations. . . . He brilliantly lays bare the newfound limits of Western military power.”
—The New York Times Book Review

 

“It is hard to overstate the devastating nature of this book as an indictment of almost everything the West has
done in recent years, and is doing today.” —The Sunday Telegraph

“A closely argued, searching textbook on strategy and the efficient use of military power in the post-Cold
War era.” —The New York Times

About the Author
General Rupert Smith spent 40 years in the British Army, commanding the UK Armoured Division in the
Gulf War, general in charge in Northern Ireland, commander of the UN forces in Bosnia and Deputy
Commander of NATO. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jennifer Vickery:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Utility of Force:
The Art of War in the Modern World book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Melanie Roberts:

The reserve untitled The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern World is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern
World from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Anthony Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The
Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern World.

Kristi Jones:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the
Modern World to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern World can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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