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This volume seeks to study the connections between two well-studied epochsin
Chinese history: the mid-imperia era of the Tang and Song (ca. 800-1270) and
the late imperia era of the late Ming and Qing (1550-1900). Both eras are seen as
periods of explosive change, particularly in economic activity, characterized by
the emergence of new forms of social organization and a dramatic expansionin
knowledge and culture. The task of establishing links between these two periods
has been impeded by alack of knowledge of the intervening Mongol Y uan
dynasty (1271-1368). This historiographical "black hole" has artificially
interrupted the narrative of Chinese history and bifurcated it into two distinct
epochs.

This volume aims to restore continuity to that historical narrative by filling the
gap between mid-imperia and late imperial China. The contributors argue that
the Song-Y uan-Ming transition (early twelfth through the late fifteenth century)
constitutes a distinct historical period of transition and not one of interruption and
devolution. They trace this transition by investigating such subjects as
contemporary impressions of the period, the role of the Mongols in intellectual
life, the economy of Jiangnan, urban growth, neo-Confucianism and local
society, commercia publishing, comic drama, and medical learning.
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This volume seeks to study the connections between two well-studied epochs in Chinese history: the mid-
imperial era of the Tang and Song (ca. 800-1270) and the late imperial era of the late Ming and Qing (1550-
1900). Both eras are seen as periods of explosive change, particularly in economic activity, characterized by
the emergence of new forms of social organization and a dramatic expansion in knowledge and culture. The
task of establishing links between these two periods has been impeded by alack of knowledge of the
intervening Mongol Y uan dynasty (1271-1368). This historiographical "black hole" has artificialy
interrupted the narrative of Chinese history and bifurcated it into two distinct epochs.

This volume aims to restore continuity to that historical narrative by filling the gap between mid-imperial
and late imperial China. The contributors argue that the Song-Y uan-Ming transition (early twelfth through
the late fifteenth century) constitutes a distinct historical period of transition and not one of interruption and
devolution. They trace thistransition by investigating such subjects as contemporary impressions of the
period, the role of the Mongolsin intellectua life, the economy of Jiangnan, urban growth, neo-
Confucianism and local society, commercial publishing, comic drama, and medical learning.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Paul Jakov Smith is John R. Coleman Professor of Social Sciencesin the History Department at Haverford
College.

Richard von Glahn is Professor of Chinese History at the University of California, Los Angeles.
Peter K. Bol is Professor of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University.
Lucille Chiais Assistant Professor of History at the University of California, Riverside.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joyce Cassady:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book The Song-Y uan-Ming Transitionin
Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions.
Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

CharlesCarey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Song-Y uan-Ming
Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Mark Malek:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many
booksin the top listing in your reading list is usually The Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in Chinese History
(Harvard East Asian Monographs). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.



Alisa Gordon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is named of book The Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian
Monographs). Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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