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Cyber space may seem an unlikely gateway for the soul.

But as science commentator Margaret Wertheim argues in this "marvelously
provocative" (Kirkus Reviews) book, cyberspace has in recent years become a
repository for immense spiritual yearning. Wertheim explores the mapping of
spiritual desire onto digitized space and suggests that the modem today has
become a metaphysical escape-hatch from a materialism that many people find
increasingly dissatisfying. Cyberspace opens up a collective space beyond the
laws of physics—a space where mind rather than matter reigns. This strange
refuge returns us to an almost medieval dualism between a physical space of
body and an immaterial space of mind and psyche. Illustrations
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In Pythagoras Trousers, science writer and feminist Margaret Wertheim took an astute look at the social and
cultural history of physics. She explored how the development of physics became intertwined with the rising
power of institutionalized religion, and how both of these predominantly masculine pursuits have influenced
women's ability to join the physics community. Now she has turned her attention to virtual reality, looking at
similarities between how we view it today and how art and religion was viewed in medieval times. Her
assertion is that rather than carrying us forward into new and fabulous other worlds, virtual reality is actually
carrying us backwards--to essentially medieval dreams. Beginning with the medieval view, with its
definition of the world as spiritual space, Wertheim traces the emergence of modern physics emphasis on
physical space. She then presents her thesis: that cyberspace, which is an outgrowth of modern science,
posits the existence of a genuine yet immaterial world in which people are invited to communein a
nonbodily fashion, just as medieval theology brought intangible souls together in heaven. The perfect ream
awaits, we are told, not behind the pearly gates but the el ectronic gateways labeled .com and .net. How did
we get from seeing ourselves in soul space (the world of Dante and the late medieval s) to seeing ourselves as
purely in body space (the world of Newton and Einstein)? This crucial transition and the new shift propelled
by the Internet are convincingly described in this challenging book.

From Publishers Weekly

In this serious and intriguing, if far-fetched, study, Wertheim (Pythagoras Trousers) argues that cyberspace
gives us "atechnological substitute for the Christian space of Heaven." She explainsthat early Christians
hoped to trade "the troubled material world" for the next one, where bodies would be perfected or disappear
and "injustice and squalor" would vanish. Internet partisans make similar claims: in cyberspace everyone's
equal and nobody's ugly. Christian theology, as espoused by medieval art and literature, imagined a place for
bodies (this world) and a place for minds and souls (the next world). But modern science and modern
thought (the Renaissance invention of perspective; Copernicus, Newton, Einstein) have explained and
demystified physical space, leaving "no place more specia than any other,” nowhere for us to imagine that
souls can be. Wertheim discusses hopeful fictions of "hyperspace," from H.G. Wellsto Cubism to Star Wars,
before turning (in chapter 6) to the Net, whose denizens?especially users of MUDS (multiple-user
dungeons)?have, she contends, found a space for the soul online. Thisis, she adds, cause for both celebration
and worry, since the "cyber-utopians' haven't found a clear way to make cyberspace stand (as Heaven did)
for an ethics. Wertheim isintent on explaining the Net's meanings, not its workings. If her book belongs to
one particular field, it's the minuscule?but mushrooming?one in which literary and cultural critics consider
Net phenomena. As such, it's both provocative and worthwhile.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Science journalist Wertheim (Pythagoras Trousers, Norton, 1997) explores the concept of cyberspace asa
repository for spiritual yearning, suggesting that it returns humankind to a medieval cosmological position.
That position dictates that we possess a physical space of body, and a metaphysical space (i.e., cyberspace)
that many individuals hope will serve as a new space for the soul. She traces the history of space beginning
with the cosmology of Dante. Her journey continues through the historical foundations of celestial space,
relativistic space, hyperspace, and, finally, cyberspace. While there are many who believe in the transcendent
potential of cyberspace, Wertheim suggests that cyberspace |acks the necessary moral dimension for such
potential to be realized, leading the reader to question whether cyberspace can have any actual redemptive



significance. Instead, she says, cyberspace may serve simply as a metaphor for community, bound together
by networks of relationships. For an informed audience, thisis a provocative, if somewhat esoteric, study of
space in its many conceptual forms.AJoe J. Accardi, Northeastern Illinois Univ. Lib., Chicago

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ben Papenfuss:

The book The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History of Space from Dante to the Internet give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying
abook The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History of Space from Dante to the Internet to get your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about severa
or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication The Pearly Gates
of Cyberspace: A History of Space from Dante to the Internet. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Cooper:

This The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History of Space from Dante to the Internet book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
isinformation inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This specific The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History of Space from
Dante to the Internet without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't aways be worry The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History of Space from Dante to the
Internet can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History
of Space from Dante to the Internet having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Becky Duncan:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A
History of Space from Dante to the Internet is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

L ewis Shafer:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of



news. In this particular modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A History of Space from Dante to the
Internet when you required it?
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