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Join one of the most influential artists of our time as he investigates the painting
techniques of the Old Masters. Hockney’ s extensive research led him to conclude
that artists such as Caravaggio, Veldzquez, da Vinci, and other hyperrealists
actually used optics and lenses to create their masterpieces.

In this passionate yet pithy book, Hockney takes readers on ajourney of
discovery as he builds a case that mirrors and |enses were used by the great
masters to create their highly detailed and realistic paintings and drawings.
Hundreds of the best-known and best-loved paintings are reproduced alongside
his straightforward analysis. Hockney also includes his own photographs and
drawings to illustrate techniques used to capture such accurate likenesses.
Extracts from historical and modern documents and correspondence with experts
from around the world further illuminate this thought-provoking book that will
forever change how the world looks at art.

Secret Knowledge will open your eyesto how we perceive the world and how we
choose to represent it.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

British painter David Hockney, well known for his cool and lovely paintings of California pools, has taken
on the new role of detective. For two years Hockney serioudly investigated the painting technigues of the old
masters, and like any admirable sleuth, compiled substantial evidence to support his revolutionary theory.
Secret Knowledge is the fruit of thislabor, an exhaustive treatise in pictures revealing clues that some of the
world's most famous painters, Ingres, Velazquez, Caravaggio (just to mention a few) utilized optics and
lenses in creating their masterpieces. Hockney's fascination with the subject is contagious, and the book feels
amost like a game with each analysis a"How'd they do that?"' instead of a whodunit. While some may find
the technical revelation a disappointment in terms of the idea of genius, Hockney is quick to point out that
the use of optics does not diminish the immensity of artistic achievement. He reminds the reader that atool is
just atool, and it is still the artist's hand and creative vision that produce awork of art. (296 pages, 460
illustrations, 402 in color.) --J.P. Cohen

Review
When looking at pictures, one can have no more stimulating and provocative companion than Hockney.
("The Times Literary Supplement", London)

About the Author

David Hockney was born in England in 1937 and studied at the Royal College of Art. He achieved
international acclaim by his mid-twenties as part of the pop art movement and has gone on to become one of
the best known artists of his generation.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Timothy Rowe:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Secret
Knowledge (New and Expanded Edition): Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters, you could
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a e-book.

Peter Cox:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games al day long. If you would liketry to find a new activity thisislook different you can read a



book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a e-book. The book Secret Knowledge (New and Expanded Edition): Rediscovering the Lost
Techniques of the Old Mastersit isvery good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price
is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

John Harris:

The book untitled Secret Knowledge (New and Expanded Edition): Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of
the Old Masters contain alot of information on this. The writer explains her ideawith easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can easily
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice read.

Clarice Stephens:;

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you haveto
doisjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is Secret Knowledge (New and Expanded Edition):
Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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