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"This fascinating and detailed book about acting is Miss Hagen's credo, the
accumulated wisdom of her years spent in intimate communion with her art. It is
at once the voicing of her exacting standards for herself and those she teaches,
and an explanation of the means to the end. For those unable to avail themselves
of her personal tutelage, her book is the best substitute.”

—Publishers Weekly

"Uta Hagen's Respect for Acting is not only pitched on a high artistic level but it
isfull of homely, practical information by a superb craftswoman. crafts-woman.
Anilluminating discussion of the standards and techniques of enlightened stage
acting."

—Brooks Atkinson

"Hagen addsto the large corpus of titles on acting with vivid dicta drawn from
experience, skill, and a sense of personal and professional worth. Her principal
asset in this treatment is her truly significant imagination. Her ‘ object exercises
display awealth of detail with which to stimulate the student preparing a scene
for presentation.”

—Library Journal

"Respect for Acting isasimple, lucid and sympathetic statement of actors
problemsin the theatre and basic tenets for their training wrought from the
personal experience of afine actress and teacher of acting."

—Harold Clurman

"Uta Hagen's Respect for Acting...isarelatively small book. But within it Miss
Hagen tells the young actor about as much as can be conveyed in print of his
craft.”

—Los Angeles Times

"UtaHagen is our greatest living actor; she is, moreover, interested and mystified
by the presence of talent and its workings; her third gift is a passion to
communicate the mysteries of the craft to which she has given her life. There are
almost no American actors uninfluenced by her."

—Fritz Weaver

"Thisis atextbook for aspiring actors, but working thespians can profit much by
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it. Anyone with just a casual interest in the theater should also enjoy its behind-
the-scenes flavor. Respect for Acting is certainly a special book, perhaps for a
limited readership, but of its "How-To" kind I'd give it four curtain calls, and two
hollers of "Author, Author

—King Features Syndicate
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spent in intimate communion with her art. It is at once the voicing of her exacting standards for herself and
those she teaches, and an explanation of the means to the end. For those unable to avail themselves of her
personal tutelage, her book isthe best substitute.”

—Publishers Weekly

"Uta Hagen's Respect for Acting is not only pitched on a high artistic level but it isfull of homely, practical
information by a superb craftswoman. craftsswoman. An illuminating discussion of the standards and
techniques of enlightened stage acting.”

—Brooks Atkinson

"Hagen addsto the large corpus of titles on acting with vivid dicta drawn from experience, skill, and a sense
of personal and professional worth. Her principal asset in this treatment is her truly significant imagination.
Her ‘object exercises' display awealth of detail with which to stimulate the student preparing a scene for
presentation.”

—Library Journal

"Respect for Acting isasimple, lucid and sympathetic statement of actors problemsin the theatre and basic
tenets for their training wrought from the personal experience of afine actress and teacher of acting.”
—Harold Clurman

"UtaHagen's Respect for Acting...isarelatively small book. But within it Miss Hagen tells the young actor
about as much as can be conveyed in print of his craft."
—Los Angeles Times

"UtaHagen is our greatest living actor; sheis, moreover, interested and mystified by the presence of talent
and its workings; her third gift is a passion to communicate the mysteries of the craft to which she has given
her life. There are amost no American actors uninfluenced by her."

—Fritz Weaver

"Thisis atextbook for aspiring actors, but working thespians can profit much by it. Anyone with just a
casual interest in the theater should also enjoy its behind-the-scenes flavor. Respect for Acting is certainly a
special book, perhaps for alimited readership, but of its"How-To" kind I'd give it four curtain calls, and two
hollers of "Author, Author

—King Features Syndicate
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In her introduction to Respect for Acting, actress and teacher Uta Hagen talks about a time when she herself
had no respect for the art of acting. "l used to accept opinions such as: 'Y ou're just born to be an actor’;
'‘Actors don't really know what they're doing on stage’; 'Acting isjust instinct--it can't be taught.™ But this
attitude of "you got it or you don't" is fundamentally one that denigrates the craft, as she points out. Great
actors do not perform effortlessly, or merely through learning the appropriate tricks and cheats to manipulate
an audience. Great acting is about the difficult fusion of intellect and action--about sincerely and truthfully
connecting to the moment, your fellow actors, and the audience--and Hagen's thoughtful and profound book
contains a series of observations and exercisesto help an actor do just that. Her prose style is admirably clear
and filled with examples from her own lengthy career both as a performer and in the classroom. While her
exercises in sense memory and basic objects skirt close to the sort of self-absorption that followers of "the
Method" are routinely accused of, they are presented clearly and with afocus on practical results. And in
such places as her chapter "Practical Problems," which includes discussions of stage nerves and how to stay
freshin along run, her straightforward advice isinvaluable. --John Longenbaugh

From the Inside Flap

"I have attempted to break down all the areas in which you can work and search for realities in yourself
which serve the character and the play.... Put your instincts and sense of truth, your understanding of human
realities to use while probing and grappling with the content and the roots of the material. Be specific and
rea in your actions, and they will communicate your artistic statement. Bring your universal understanding
of the present to the present ... asared artist."

—Uta Hagen

At the invitation of Herbert Berghof, Uta Hagen joined the faculty of the HB Studio in 1947. Since then,
teaching has always been a challenge for her, aswell as for the many prominent actors whom she has hel ped
to develop. For many years, she has been asked to write abook. Now, hereit is: an account of her own
struggle with the techniques of acting and based on her teachings.

Thefirst part, "The Actor,” deals with techniques that set an actor in motion physically, verbally, and
emotionally. It deals with the actor's concept of himself and with the art of acting, as well as with the ethics
that have made the theater what it istoday and what it could be tomorrow. Part Two, "The Object Exercises,”
offers specific and detailed work for the actor, covering a broad range of his problems. Part Three, "The Play
and the Role," concernsitself with the definition of the play and identification with the character the actor
will undertake. It also covers practical problems, the rehearsal, "style," and communication. Respect for
Acting is abook for people who respect (or wish they could) the theater on both sides of the footlights, for
actor and audience who favor truth in a creative process. The constructive stages of work delve into
performance as well as into the issues surrounding a necessary change in the theater. It is al quite authentic,
since Uta Hagen has never hesitated to throw herself into agood fight for a better offering in the theater in
"thetime of her life."

About the Author

UTA HAGEN was born in Germany in 1919 and made her Broadway debut in 1938 as Ninain the Lunt-
Fontanne production of The Sea Gull. Among some of the twenty or more Broadway productions in which
she has starred are: Othello, Key Largo, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Country Girl, Saint Joan, and Who's



Afraid of Virginia Woolf? Recently she starred in the Twentieth-Century Fox film The Other. Even during
her playing engagements she has never stopped teaching at the HB Studio. Geraldine Page, Fritz Weaver,
Jason Robards, Jack Lemmon, Steve McQueen are only afew of the many fine actors she has helped to send
on their way. She has also performed and directed at the HB Playwright's Foundation in numerous
productions. Miss Hagen has been ably assisted in the writing of this book by Haskel Frankel, drama critic of
The National Observer.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Judith Cole:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Respect for Acting can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Julian Eaton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friendsisthing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Respect for Acting, it ispossibleto
enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Connie Medina:

Respect for Acting can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Respect for Acting however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Johnny Harper:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Respect for Acting can give you alot of friends because by
you taking alook at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an

interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you



information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? L et me have Respect for Acting.
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