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In this accessible new textbook, Isabela and Norman Fairclough present their
innovative approach to analysing political discourse.

Political Discourse Analysis integrates analysis of arguments into critical
discourse analysis and political discourse analysis. The book is grounded in a
view of politics in which deliberation, decision and action are crucial concepts:
politics is about arriving cooperatively at decisions about what to do in the
context of disagreement, conflict of interests and values, power inequalities,
uncertainty and risk.

The first half of the book introduces the authors’ new approach to the analysis
and evaluation of practical arguments, while the second half explores how it can
be applied by looking at examples such as government reports, parliamentary
debates, political speeches and online discussion forums on political issues.
Through the analysis of current events, including a particular focus on the
economic crisis and political responses to it, the authors provide a systematic and
rigorous analytical framework that can be adopted and used for students’ own
research.
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This exciting new text, co-written by bestselling author Norman Fairclough, is
essential reading for researchers, upper undergraduate and postgraduate students
of discourse analysis, within English language, linguistics, communication
studies, politics and other social sciences.
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In this accessible new textbook, Isabela and Norman Fairclough present their innovative approach to
analysing political discourse.

Political Discourse Analysis integrates analysis of arguments into critical discourse analysis and political
discourse analysis. The book is grounded in a view of politics in which deliberation, decision and action are
crucial concepts: politics is about arriving cooperatively at decisions about what to do in the context of
disagreement, conflict of interests and values, power inequalities, uncertainty and risk.

The first half of the book introduces the authors’ new approach to the analysis and evaluation of practical
arguments, while the second half explores how it can be applied by looking at examples such as government
reports, parliamentary debates, political speeches and online discussion forums on political issues. Through
the analysis of current events, including a particular focus on the economic crisis and political responses to it,
the authors provide a systematic and rigorous analytical framework that can be adopted and used for
students’ own research.

This exciting new text, co-written by bestselling author Norman Fairclough, is essential reading for
researchers, upper undergraduate and postgraduate students of discourse analysis, within English language,
linguistics, communication studies, politics and other social sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

"F.F. (Fairclough and Fairclough) have provided us with a valuable, theoretically elaborate, empirically
well-founded and practically useful approach to the study of political discourse." - Manfred Kienpointner,
Journal of Language and Politics

 'This is exactly the book we were waiting for: a clear and thorough method for analysing political discourse,
written from a critical perspective and paying due attention to practical arguments. Isabela and Norman
Fairclough have done a great job.'

Frans H. van Eemeren, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

'An innovative and important extension of the reach of research into political language and discourse. Sure to
become an essential reference point, this book will make possible new collaborations (not to mention
arguments) involving scholars of linguistics, political theorists of deliberation, discourse or ideology, and
political scientists.'

Alan Finlayson, Swansea University, UK

About the Author

Isabela Fairclough is Senior Lecturer at the University of Central Lancashire, UK. Previously, she was
Associate Professor at the University of Bucharest, Romania, and Visiting Research Fellow at the University
of Lancaster. Her publications include Discourse Analysis and Argumentation Theory: Analytical
Framework and Applications (2006).

Norman Fairclough is Emeritus Professor at Lancaster University, UK. He is author of numerous titles,
including New Labour, New Language? (2000), Analysing Discourse: Textual Analysis for Social Research
(2003), and Language and Globalization (2006), all published by Routledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karolyn Kaufman:

Political Discourse Analysis: A Method for Advanced Students can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Political Discourse Analysis: A Method for Advanced Students yet doesn't forget the main position, giving



the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Debra Daniel:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Political Discourse Analysis: A Method for Advanced Students why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Christopher Decker:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Political Discourse Analysis: A
Method for Advanced Students can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Mabel Maddux:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Political Discourse Analysis: A Method for
Advanced Students as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Political Discourse Analysis: A Method for Advanced Students to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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