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In powerful words and vibrant illustrations, Donald Crews evokes the essence of
inexorably rolling wheels, so that even a child not lucky enough to have counted
freight cars will feel he has watched a freight train passing.

A book truly for the youngest child -- and for every one of us who has been that
child.
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In powerful words and vibrant illustrations, Donald Crews evokes the essence of inexorably rolling wheels,
so that even a child not lucky enough to have counted freight cars will feel he has watched a freight train
passing.

A book truly for the youngest child -- and for every one of us who has been that child.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Presented in blocks of brilliant colors, the multihued train in this Caldecott Honor book undertakes a
dazzling journey before disappearing from the final page. Ages 2-up.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
REVIEWS - "You don't have to like trains to love this simple and witty book. Trundling down the track goes
a typical freight train, made beautiful by its bright colours, from the red guard's van through to the black
tender and steam engine. Bold and clear, the colours stand out, until the train gathers speed and they are all
whirled together as it hurtles through tunnels, over bridges, through night and day until, as trains do, it
disappears. Nothing is said, nothing needs to be said; it's just a very satisfying experience. And a good
introduction to colours, too." -- THE GUARDIAN (Best Books of the Year, best children's books for giving),
Julia Eccleshare. "Bold and modern illustrations reflect a simple poetic narrative that will captivate little train
lovers. Each rail wagon is a bright colour (green cattle truck, purple fruit van), which start to blur as the
engine speeds through tunnels and into the night. Very stylish." -- JUNIOR MAGAZINE. "A richly
rewarding first picture book, this is a most welcome reissue."-- Rosemary Stones, BOOKS FOR KEEPS,
Best Children's Books of the Year"A simple seeming book which is a wonderful way of introducing colour
and colour mixing to children. The brightly coloured trucks steam along and as they gather speed, travelling
through tunnels, past cities and over bridges, the colours blend until finally the train disappears. Few words
are needed as the pictures speak for themselves. Encourage your child to use his imagination to tell stories
based on the book. Simple and amazingly effective." -- PARENTS IN TOUCH"At first sight this seems like
a very simple picture book with just the depiction of a steam enging pulling freight trucks carrying petrol,
grain, cattle, coal and fruit. It is the striking colours of each carriage that createes a sense of excitment and
movement as the train picks up speed and passes through tunnels, past cities, across bridges, into darkness
and back into daylight, finally disappearing from view leaving only a thin trail of steam. Originally published
in the United States in 1978, it remains a great way of introducing young readers to colours, but especially
the way that they merge like a film fast-forwarding.Lacking any narrative, it displays the excitement of a
high speed locomotive rushing past our eyes, as we ponder where such a dazzling machine is heading." --
CAROUSEL MAGAZINE"In this brilliantly simple picture book graphics have been inventively used to
bring the toddler the excitement of seeing a freight train rush past...A barrier breaker, this."CHILDREN'S
BOOKS OF THE YEAR, 1979"Donald Crews', Freight Train, completely embodies the ideal young
children's picture book.The book combines simplicity with wonder, boldness with soft edges, and tranquility
with excitement.It was due to all of these characteristics and many others that this children's book received
the Caldecott Medal in 1979. [...]Donald Crews artwork is both simple and intricate all at the same time, just
like his text. The colors are infectious and the range of textures used is very appealing. Some of the
illustrations are clean and straight lined, while others show action and movement through blurred and
smudged edges. I really think that this makes the reader feel as if they are moving along with the train and
seeing what the train is seeing.I like that the different cars represent different colors, which allows the
children to connect colors to the matching words.[...] I would highly recommend this book to any preschool
teacher, new parent, or anyone else dealing with young children. I think that the book's features are most
appropriate for very young readers and will definitely spark an interest in books. The book is available in
hardcover, paperback, and more recently, board book format. It would be a great addition to any young
child's book collection!" -- Abby Lester, review on Neely's News, 2011"The illustrations are wonderful. The
colors of the train are clear, but it is the motion of the train that dazzled me." -- GOODREADS. "This has
been my youngest son's favorite book for 5 years. The illustrations get you so close-up to a freight train - you



can see the rivets! -- and once the train starts rolling, we make chugga-chugga noises as we turn the pages.
The illustration of the train in motion is a thing of beauty. This book is so much fun." -- Amazon.com

From the Back Cover
Brief text and illustrations trace the journey of a colorful train as it goes through tunnels, by cities, and over
trestles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Freight Train book
as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Rafael Brooks:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Freight Train that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Freight Train
become your starter.

James Peters:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Freight Train reserve written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation Freight Train as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joyce Cassady:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what



types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Freight Train provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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