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This book provides an up-to-date, comprehensive overview of Eastern Christian
churches in Europe, the Middle East, America, Africa, Asia and Australia.
Written by leading international scholars in the field, it examines both Orthodox
and Oriental churches from the end of the Cold War up to the present day. The
book offers a unique insight into the myriad church-state relations in Eastern
Christianity and tackles contemporary concerns, opportunities and challenges,
such as religious revival after the fall of communism; churches and democracy;
relations between Orthodox, Catholic and Greek Catholic churches; religious
education and monastic life; the size and structure of congregations; and the
impact of migration, secularisation and globalisation on Eastern Christianity in
the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This timely collection of essays provides a thorough and nuanced understanding of the multifaceted
role of Eastern Christianity and politics that takes us beyond the caricatures of the so-called "clash of
civilizations." In this globalized post-secular age of the resurgence of religion, this book reveals how
the form of the relation between Eastern Christianity and politics is specific to the particular part of
the world in which Eastern Christianity finds itself--Eastern Europe, Middle East, Asia, North Africa
or the the diaspora communities of North America, Western Europe and Australia. Given the utter
ignorance of the complexities of Eastern Christianity that pervades western academic discourse, this
book is a must read for scholars and students of international relations, politics and the study of
religion, as well as government officials interested in a well-informed and serious engagement with
politics in light of - not in spite of - religion.’ – Aristotle Papanikolaou, Archbishop Demetrios Chair in
Orthodox Theology and Culture, Fordham University, USA

‘This excellent collection brings together some of the best researchers in the field, who skilfully tackle
the problem of applying traditional understandings of religion and politics or secularisation theory to
the world of Eastern Christianity. They offer new insights into the ways in which churches have coped
with the particular challenges they face in responding to political reconstruction, nation-building,
political conflict, religious pluralism and the consequences of globalisation.’ – John Anderson, Professor
of International Relations, University of St Andrews, UK

‘An impressive panorama of encyclopedic scope on the problems and prospects of the Eastern
Churches. The several chapters provide convincing evidence on the renewal of religious life and on the
strivings of the Orthodox and other Eastern Churches to come to grips with the challenges of the
twenty first century.’ – Paschalis Kitromilides, Professor of Political Science, University of Athens, Greece

‘One of the difficulties of understanding the politics of the peoples of Eastern Europe and their various
diasporas, for example in Serbia and Ukraine, is due to the culpable ignorance of western journalists
of the role of religion in Orthodox cultures. This book provides a comprehensive and authoritative
coverage which could do much to increase our understanding.’ – David Martin, Professor Emeritus of
Sociology, London School of Economics and Political Science and Fellow of the British Academy, UK

‘Lucian Leustean has established himself as the pre-eminent scholar of the Orthodox and other
Eastern Churches. This fascinating collection of essays, all written by authoritative researchers,
discusses the myriad of issues facing the Orthodox world on every continent. Among the key issues of
21st century state relations to be discussed are the tension between the Russian Orthodox and
Ukrainian Greek Catholic communities in Ukraine, the role of the Georgian Church in asserting that
people's nationhood, and that of the nearby Orthodox Church in Abkhazia; and, in the cauldron of the
Middle East, the politics of the Coptic Church in Egypt and the various churches of Syria. For
students of the coloured revolutions and the Arab Spring, this book is a must.’ – Geoffrey Swain, Alec
Nove Chair in Russian and East European Studies, University of Glasgow, UK



"This massive and very impressive volume presents an unusually broad and contemporary picture of
Eastern and Oriental churches, now spread globally, with a primary focus on politics, or the
relationship between Orthodoxy and state formations."
Reviewed by Walter Sawatsky, Professor Emeritus of Church History & Mission, Anabaptist Mennonite
Biblical Seminary, Elkhart IN.

"There is no single volume that encapsulates so much material on the often little-known or understood
world of Orthodoxy. Mandatory for reference collections."

--G. P. Cox, Gordon State College

Summing Up: Essential. Lower-level undergraduates and above; general readers.CHOICE

About the Author

Lucian N. Leustean is a Senior Lecturer in Politics and International Relations at Aston University,
Birmingham, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Eastern Christianity and Politics in
the Twenty-First Century (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Myron Abbott:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Eastern Christianity and Politics in
the Twenty-First Century (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series) book as beginning
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.



Gerald Rountree:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Eastern Christianity and Politics in the Twenty-First Century
(Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series) book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Eastern
Christianity and Politics in the Twenty-First Century (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe
Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Eastern
Christianity and Politics in the Twenty-First Century (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe
Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Warren Bowers:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Eastern Christianity and Politics in the
Twenty-First Century (Routledge Contemporary Russia and Eastern Europe Series), you may enjoy both. It
is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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