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Thiswork of comparative history explores the array of ceremonies that the
English, the Spanish, the French, the Portuguese and the Dutch performed to
enact their taking possession of the New World. The book develops the historic
cultural contexts of these ceremonies, and tackles the implications of these
histories for contemporary nation-states of the post-colonial era.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...Seed shows herself to be resourceful and creative, crafting avessel capable of holding a heady swirl of
disparate documentation within a cohesive whole." H-Net

"The provocative thesis of Ceremonies of Possession, based on research in a dazzling variety of sources and
languages, will challenge scholars to fresh examination of colonial foundations. No one interested in the
early modern period can afford to neglect this book." Karen Ordahl Kupperman, New Y ork University

"Patricia Seed offers the most convincing alternative to amodel of one-directional flow from Europe into the
New World. Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conguest of the New World, 1492-1640 examines the
various strategies and ceremonies that the European col onizing powers used to confirm their control over
New World possessions. Sheillustrates both the actions performed by, and the cultural histories that
influenced 'ceremonies of possession' conducted by, the major colonizing nations--England, France, Spain,
Portugal, and the Netherlands....Seed offers convincing cultural readings of the various ceremonies on which
the distinct powersrelied.” William and Mary Quarterly

"The details of Seed's heroic research are fascinating and the delineation of cultural differences utterly
convincing....[Plrovides a powerful perspective for linking the histories of early modern Europe and the
newly colonized Americas as consisting of more than just the exchange of smallpox for syphilis or whest for
corn." Charles L. Cohen, Sixteenth Century Journal

"...her committment to comparative history will inspire others to follow in her footsteps. Her work isto be
applauded.” Richard C. Trexler, Journa of Social History

From the Back Cover

Thiswork of comparative history explores the array of ceremonies that Europeans performed to enact their
taking possession of the New World. Frenchmen reproduced the grandeur of roya processions wherever
possible, aways ending in dialogue with the indigenous peoples. Spaniards made solemn speeches before
launching military attacks. Dutchmen drew intensely detailed maps, scrutinizing harbors and coastlines as
they disembarked. The Portuguese superimposed the grid of latitudes upon lands they were later to take by
the sword. The English calmly laid out fences and hedges in the manner of their native shires. Through such
activities each power considered itself to be creating imperial authority over the Americas; yet each failed to
acknowledge the same significance in the ceremonies of other powers. This book develops the historic
cultural contexts of these ceremonies and tackles the implications of these histories for contemporary nation-
states of the postcolonial era.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Jaramillo:

This Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of the New World, 1492-1640 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book



will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read alot of information you will get. This Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of the
New World, 1492-1640 without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't be worry Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of the New World, 1492-
1640 can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves grow to be full because you
can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of the
New World, 1492-1640 having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

CarrieHunter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of
the New World, 1492-1640 as your daily resource information.

Sophia Hartman:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of the New World, 1492-1640 can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Eugene Williams:

On this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list will be Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest of the New
World, 1492-1640. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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