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From the author of Black Hawk Down comes the story of the battle between
those determined to exploit the internet and those committed to protect it—the
ongoing war taking place literally beneath our fingertips.

The Conficker worm infected its first computer in November 2008 and within a
month had infiltrated 1.5 million computers in 195 countries. Banks,
telecommunications companies, and critical government networks (including the
British Parliament and the French and German military) were infected. No one
had ever seen anything like it. By January 2009 the worm lay hidden in at least
eight million computers and the botnet of linked computers that it had created
was big enough that an attack might crash the world. This is the gripping tale of
the group of hackers, researches, millionaire Internet entrepreneurs, and
computer security experts who united to defend the Internet from the Conficker
worm: the story of the first digital world war.
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From the author of Black Hawk Down comes the story of the battle between those determined to exploit the
internet and those committed to protect it—the ongoing war taking place literally beneath our fingertips.

The Conficker worm infected its first computer in November 2008 and within a month had infiltrated 1.5
million computers in 195 countries. Banks, telecommunications companies, and critical government
networks (including the British Parliament and the French and German military) were infected. No one had
ever seen anything like it. By January 2009 the worm lay hidden in at least eight million computers and the
botnet of linked computers that it had created was big enough that an attack might crash the world. This is
the gripping tale of the group of hackers, researches, millionaire Internet entrepreneurs, and computer
security experts who united to defend the Internet from the Conficker worm: the story of the first digital
world war.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Worm
is worth attention. Government officials up to and including President Obama have taken notice of Conficker
and begun to address some of the issues it raised.”—Bloomberg

“When Mark Bowden writes, smart readers pay attention. . . . Bowden is a deserved brand name – a superb
reporter and compelling narrative writer, whether his subject is war in a forlorn land (Black Hawk Down, set
in Somalia) or a variety of others in seven other books (Killing Pablo, Guests of the Ayatollah, etc.). And
now we have the current masterpiece, Worm.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

“The author takes readers behind the scenes, showing the security specialists’ increasing frenzy, not to
mention occasional infighting, as they worked to defeat the worm. Along the way, the author lucidly explains
how malware can take over computers as well as how the very openness of the Internet makes it vulnerable
to attack.”—Publishers Weekly

“From the author of Black Hawk Down, a different sort of blood-and-thunder heroism narrative, out on the
frontiers of cybercrime. . . . A brief, punchy reminder of our high-tech vulnerabilities.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Bowden . . . gives this account of the computer world’s efforts to neutralize the Conficker worm the flavor
of a riveting report from the digital battlefield’s front lines. . . . A nerve-wracking but first-rate inside peek
into the world of cybercrime and its vigilant adversaries.”—Booklist

“[T]he thumbs of every 30-something üntergeek will still Tweet in ecstasy at seeing technical terms like
NCP/IP, Port 445, and MS08-067 spread across the pages of a mainstream book. But the rest of us should
take Mark Bowden’s warnings with the utmost seriousness because of the growing threats to our wired
world.”—New York Journal of Books

About the Author

Mark Bowden is the author of seven books, including Black Hawk Down, The Best Game Ever, Killing
Pablo, and Guests of the Ayatollah. He reported at The Philadelphia Inquirer for twenty years and now
writes for  Vanity Fair, The Atlantic, and other magazines. He lives in Oxford, Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

The book Worm: The First Digital World War can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Worm: The First Digital World War? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Worm: The First Digital World
War has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the



enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Price:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Worm:
The First Digital World War your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before.
The Worm: The First Digital World War giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jessica Adkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Worm: The First Digital World War guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Worm: The First Digital World War as good
book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its
deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Tia Rosario:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Worm: The First Digital World War was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Worm: The First Digital World War has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading which.
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