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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A full-blooded member of what he calls the "revisionist school" of Vietnam War historians, Moyar firmly
believes that America's longest and most controversial overseas war was "a worthy but improperly executed
enterprise." His fiercely argued book, which covers the early years of American involvement in the war, is an
unabated salvo against what he calls the "orthodox school" that sees American involvement in the war as
"wrongheaded and unjust." The main villains are former Vietnam War correspondents David Halberstam and
Neil Sheehan; former U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam Henry Cabot Lodge; and just about anyone else
who had bad things to say about South Vietnamese premier Ngo Dinh Diem and good things to say about
Vietnamese Communist leader Ho Chi Minh. Though Moyar marshals many primary sources to buttress his
political point of view, he undermines his argument by disparaging those he disagrees with (calling Sheehan
and Halberstam, for example, "indignant," "vengeful," and "self-righteous"). He also showers praise on those
who backed Diem, the autocratic leader who stifled the press and his political opponents. Revisionists will
embrace the book; the orthodox will see it as more evidence of a vast, right-wing conspiracy. (Oct. 1)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
This thoroughly researched and richly informative history of the Vietnam War examines first the war's
central characters and countries in the years leading up to 1954. Moyar contends that South Vietnamese
President Ngo Dinh Diem, who has been incessantly depicted as an obtuse, tyrannical reactionary by some
historians, was in reality a very wise and effective leader. Moyar states that supporting the November 1963
coup was the worst American mistake of the war, that President Kennedy had no plans to abandon his South
Vietnamese allies after the 1964 election, and that President Johnson's lack of forcefulness in Vietnam in late
1964 and early 1965 squandered America's deterrent power and led to a decision in Hanoi to invade South
Vietnam with large North Vietnamese army units. Moyar notes that historians have argued that an American
ground-troop presence in Laos would not have stopped most of the infiltration, but much new evidence
contradicts this contention. Where the U.S. committed major errors, he writes, was in formulating strategies
for defending South Vietnam. A valuable appraisal. George Cohen
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Thoroughly researched and richly informative....A valuable appraisal."
- Booklist

"A radically revisionist account of America's policy in Vietnam during the years before combat troops were
introduced. Based largely on archival sources and Communist histories of the war, this highly provocative
work attacks virtually every aspect of what Moyar calls the 'orthodox' historical interpretations of the war."
- Library Journal

"This first installment in a two-volume project may well become the preeminent work in [revisionist
history]...Moyar, who has strong credentials (a Cambridge PhD), has an engaging writing style and supports
his arguments with dispassionate research... Highly recommended." - Choice

"A revisionist history that challenges the notion that U.S. involvement in Vietnam was misguided; defends
the validity of the domino theory and disputes the notion that Ho Chi Minh was, at heart, a nationalist who
would eventually turn against his Communist Chinese allies."

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


- Chronicle of Higher Education

"...this is an important book, a history that serves as a mirror on the present."
- Wall Street Journal

"The book is meticulously documented; it draws on the substantial U.S. documentary record of the war,
bringing fresh perspectives to familiar evidence. Moyar augments and supports his analysis with extensive
use of North Vietnamese archival material, most of which was unavailable to the orthodox historians of the
1970s and 80s. In sum, Triumph Forsaken is an important book...."
- National Review

"A brilliant young scholar with a Cambridge doctorate who is currently teaching at the Marine Corps
University in Quantico, Moyar is representative of a small but increasingly influential revisionist school that
rejects the fundamental orthodox premise that America's involvement in Vietnam was wrongheaded and
unjust.... No review can do full justice to this critically important book. Triumph Forsaken is meticulously
documented and bold in its interpretation of the record. Even orthodox historians will be forced to
acknowledge the magnitude of Moyar's scholarly achievement. It should, at the least, reopen the debate
about America's Vietnam enterprise, reminding us that countries are not destined to win or lose wars. Victory
or defeat depends on decisions actually made and strategies actually implemented."
- Weekly Standard, Mackubin Thomas Owens

"Orthodox Vietnam historians, Moyar writes, tend to dismiss revisionists as politically motivated, since the
issues surrounding the war, in their view, have long since been settled... Triumph Forsaken throws down a
mighty challenge to orthodox historians; they should engage Moyar instead of ignoring him. As they ought
to know, truth is its own reward, but it can also be damn practical."
- The American Spectator, Paul Beston

"...impressive and scrupulously researched revisionist history....Moyar's controversial investigation will be
challenged by many of the well-respected scholars he confronts in his authoritative account, which elevates
the arguments of Vietnam War revisionists to a higher, more respected, level."
- ForeWord

"...[Moyar] has done extensive and careful research in newly available primary sources such as North
Vietnamese histories of the conflict. The result is a valuable revisionist study that rejects much of the
conventional wisdom about our early involvement in the conflict."
- New York Sun, Guenter Lewy

"[Moyar's] is a complex and well-written account that set the bar high for scholarship. It is essential reading
for anyone wanting a fresh understanding of one of America's longest and misunderstood conflicts."
- Marine Corp Gazette

"Moyar's work is an excellent modern read on the Viet-Nam War."
- Military
"The well-researched analysis of policies runs deep, but there's also military analysis and accounts of
important military action. This is revisionist history at its best."
-Christian Nelson, VietNow

"Moyar is a fine writer and switches from broad strategic and geopolitical issues to heart-gripping accounts
of key military actions...Today's military leaders and policy-makers would do well to ponder this book."



- Leatherneck

"The most noteworthy aspect of Triumph Forsaken is surely the depth and range of its research... Taking him
at his word - that he set out to redo the history of the war on the basis of primary sources 'rather than
another's filtration and interpretation' of them - Moyar has provided those who take their history seriously
with a stunning performance, and plenty to think about."
- Times Literary Supplement

"I know of no scholar more dedicated to bringing a thorough and accurate portrayal of America's
involvement in Vietnam than Mark Moyar. Everyone who is interested in a full picture of that
oftmisunderstood war should be grateful for his effort."
- James Webb, Marine combat veteran, author of Fields of Fire and Born Fighting

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965. Try to make the book
Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965 as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

John Vandorn:

Within other case, little people like to read book Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Crystal Parrish:

This Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965 is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965 in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and



Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Evelyn Rogers:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954-1965 can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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