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The Tattoo History Source Book is an exhaustingly thorough, lavishly illustrated
collection of historical records of tattooing throughout the world, from ancient
times to the present. Collected together in one place, for the first time, are texts
by explorers, journalists, physicians, psychiatrists, anthropologists, scholars,
novelists, criminologists, and tattoo artists.

A brief essay by Gilbert sets each chapter in an historical context. Topics covered
include the first written records of tattooing by Greek and Roman authors; the
dispersal of tattoo designs and techniques throughout Polynesia; the discovery of
Polynesian tattooing by European explorers; Japanese tattooing; the first 19th-
century European and American tattoo artists; tattooed British royalty; the
invention of the tattooing machine; and tattooing in the circus.

The anthology concludes with essays by four prominent contemporary tattoo
artists: Tricia Allen, Chuck Eldridge, Lyle Tuttle, and Don Ed Hardy. The
references at the end of each section will provide an introduction to the extensive
literature that has been inspired by the ancient-but-neglected art of tattooing.
Because of its broad historical context, The Tattoo History Source Book will be
of interest to the general reader as well as art historians, tattoo fans,
neurasthenics, hebephrenics, and cyclothemics.
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The Tattoo History Source Book is an exhaustingly thorough, lavishly illustrated collection of historical
records of tattooing throughout the world, from ancient times to the present. Collected together in one place,
for the first time, are texts by explorers, journalists, physicians, psychiatrists, anthropologists, scholars,
novelists, criminologists, and tattoo artists.

A brief essay by Gilbert sets each chapter in an historical context. Topics covered include the first written
records of tattooing by Greek and Roman authors; the dispersal of tattoo designs and techniques throughout
Polynesia; the discovery of Polynesian tattooing by European explorers; Japanese tattooing; the first 19th-
century European and American tattoo artists; tattooed British royalty; the invention of the tattooing
machine; and tattooing in the circus.

The anthology concludes with essays by four prominent contemporary tattoo artists: Tricia Allen, Chuck
Eldridge, Lyle Tuttle, and Don Ed Hardy. The references at the end of each section will provide an
introduction to the extensive literature that has been inspired by the ancient-but-neglected art of tattooing.
Because of its broad historical context, The Tattoo History Source Book will be of interest to the general
reader as well as art historians, tattoo fans, neurasthenics, hebephrenics, and cyclothemics.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Body piercing and tattooing have seen a resurgence in America in the last decade. Sometimes referred to as
an aspect of the "new tribalism," body arts harkens to practices usually associated with so-called primitive
societies. Medical illustrator, writer, and part-time tattoo artist Gilbert seeks to explore the historical depth
and aesthetic variations of tattoos as permanent body decoration. The text consists mostly of excerpts from
the works of anthropologists, explorers, physicians, artists, and others and dates from Greek and Roman
times to the present. The organization can be confusing, but Gilbert provides contextual essays for individual
chapters, which are arranged primarily geographically, with the deepest coverage on Oceania, Japan, and
Europe/America. The illustrations, ranging from crude line drawings to full-color photos, are perhaps the
most fascinating element in the book. Unlike some books on tattooing, the images do not emphasize the
salacious. While the text is not academic in tone, Gilbert supports his research with an extensive reference
citation list and bibliography. Capable of entertaining and enlightening both young enthusiasts and
anthropologists, this is recommended for both public and academic libraries. Eugene C. Burt, Seattle
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katrina Frey:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Tattoo History Source Book as the daily resource
information.

Michael Bradley:

The Tattoo History Source Book can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Tattoo
History Source Book however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Beside that The Tattoo History Source Book in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new



knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Tattoo History Source Book because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Scott Hicks:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is referred to as of book The Tattoo History Source Book. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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