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A great deal of Buddhist literature and scholarly writing about Buddhism of the
past 150 years reflects, and indeed constructs, a historically unique modern
Buddhism, even while purporting to represent ancient tradition, timeless
teaching, or the "essentials" of Buddhism. Thisliterature, Asian aswell as
Western, weaves together the strands of different traditions to create a novel
hybrid that brings Buddhism into alignment with many of the ideol ogies and
sensibilities of the post-Enlightenment West.

In this book, David McMahan charts the devel opment of this "Buddhist
modernism." McMahan examines and analyzes awide range of popular and
scholarly writings produced by Buddhists around the globe. He focuses on
ideological and imaginative encounters between Buddhism and modernity, for
example in the realms of science, mythology, literature, art, psychology, and
religious pluralism. He shows how certain themes cut across cultural and
geographical contexts, and how this form of Buddhism has been created by
multiple agentsin avariety of times and places. His position is critical but
empathetic: while he presents Buddhist modernism as a construction of numerous
parties with varying interests, he does not reduce it to a mistake, a
misrepresentation, or fabrication. Rather, he presentsit as a complex historical
process constituted by a variety of responses -- sometimes trivial, often profound
-- to some of the most important concerns of the modern era.
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A great deal of Buddhist literature and scholarly writing about Buddhism of the past 150 years reflects, and
indeed constructs, a historically unigue modern Buddhism, even while purporting to represent ancient
tradition, timeless teaching, or the "essentials’ of Buddhism. This literature, Asian as well as Western,
weaves together the strands of different traditions to create a novel hybrid that brings Buddhism into
alignment with many of the ideologies and sensibilities of the post-Enlightenment West.

In this book, David McMahan charts the devel opment of this "Buddhist modernism." McMahan examines
and analyzes awide range of popular and scholarly writings produced by Buddhists around the globe. He
focuses on ideol ogical and imaginative encounters between Buddhism and modernity, for example in the
realms of science, mythology, literature, art, psychology, and religious pluralism. He shows how certain
themes cut across cultural and geographical contexts, and how this form of Buddhism has been created by
multiple agentsin avariety of times and places. His position is critical but empathetic: while he presents
Buddhist modernism as a construction of numerous parties with varying interests, he does not reduce it to a
mistake, a misrepresentation, or fabrication. Rather, he presentsit as a complex historical process constituted
by avariety of responses -- sometimes trivial, often profound -- to some of the most important concerns of
the modern era.
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Editorial Review
Review

"With David McMahan's The Making of Buddhist Modernism, the study of modern Buddhism has reached a
new level of maturity. This sweeping and sophisticated analysis of the ways in which westerners and Asians
alike have constructed new forms of Buddhism under the pressures of modernity is thoroughly disillusioning,
in the best sense of the word. McMahan shows that much of what has been written and said about Buddhism
in the modern era only can be understood against the background of dominant western discourses. Trenchant
but fair, erudite yet lucid, this book should be required reading for any serious student of Buddhism, and will
be appreciated as well by those interested in intellectual history, cultural studies, or, simply, the inquiry into
modernity." --Roger R. Jackson, Stephen R. Lewis, Jr. Professor of Religion and the Liberal Arts, Carleton
College

"David McMahan offers readers a theoretically sophisticated analysis of the development of new modes of
thought and discourse in the Buddhist religion since the latter part of the nineteenth century. Grounded in a
sound understanding of premodern Buddhist ideas, this work effectively unravels the complex ways in which
'‘Buddhism'’ has been adapted to fit the theoretical commitments and tacit understandings of peoplelivingin
the modern world." --Stephen C. Berkwitz, Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Missouri State
University

"Thisis an exceptionally well-written and imaginative piece of scholarship. David McMahan treats in great
depth many different facets of Buddhist modernism including art and creativity, meditation and monastic
ideals, and science. The writing is clear, straightforward and to the point, and reflects an excellent
understanding of how Buddhism fits into the larger scheme of modern religiosity and the devel opment of
modern society more generally." --Steven Heine, author of Zen Skin, Zen Marrow: Will the Real Zen
Buddhism Please Sand Up?

About the Author

David L. McM ahan is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Franklin & Marshall Collegein
Pennsylvania. He is the author of Empty Vision: Metaphor and Visionary Imagery in Mahayana Buddhism
and of articles on both Buddhism in South Asia and Buddhism and modernity.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gilbert Johnson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you



can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
ago walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Making of
Buddhist Modernism? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Enriqgue McL ean:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous waysto share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Making of Buddhist Modernism, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Keith Vanwagoner :

Precisely why? Because this The Making of Buddhist Modernism is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret thisinside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on
theinside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So, it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Mohammed Strohl:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Making of Buddhist Modernism your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previousto. The The Making of Buddhist Modernism giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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