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Award-winning professor Robert J. Sternberg offers a new definition of
intelligence which includes the willingness to take risks and overcome obstacles.
His definition predicts how students will fare in problem-solving in both their
personal and professional lives. With the keys on how to achieve life's more
important goals, Successful Intelligence will change the way we regard aptitude
and intelligence.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

If Sternberg isright, 1Q tests measure only "inert intelligence,” academic knowledge that does not
necessarily lead to goal-directed action or real-world problem-solving. Professor of psychology and
education at Y ale, he argues that a different type of brain power, "successful intelligence,”" determines one's
ability to copein career and in life. "Successfully intelligent" people capitalize on their strengths and correct
or compensate for their weaknesses; self-motivating and flexible in their work style, they create their own
opportunities, actively seek out role models, recognize and accurately define problems and know when to
persevere. Of particular interest is Sternberg's contention that successful intelligence can be nurtured and
developed in our schools by providing students with curricula that will challenge their creative and practical
capabilities, not just their analytical skills. Although successful intelligence, as defined here, eventually
comes to sound like a catch-al category for positive mental habits, thisinsightful, savvy guide will help
readers avoid self-sabotage and tranglate thought into action. BOMC and QPB aternates.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

When the subject is human intelligence, our society, argues Y ale psychology professor Sternberg, is far too
fixated on 1Q. Such tests--and most other academic measures of achievement--typically gauge one's ability to
memorize material, what the author terms "inert intelligence." Unfortunately, memorization does not equal
successin life. According to Sternberg, people need to develop and nurture three types of intelligence for
personal and professional success: analytical, creative, and practical. He defines each and provides
commonsense ways for people to foster them. Another key is mental flexibility: being able to adapt to
situations and to rethink that which we thought we already knew. Writing simply and without a bit of jargon,
Sternberg successfully challenges the common notions of what intelligence is and isn't Brian McCombie

From Kirkus Reviews

A fine addition to the growing literature that refutes the long-held idea that there is such athing as ““genera"
intelligence and that it can be quantified. A professor of psychology and education at Y ale and a prolific
writer (The Triarchic Mind, not reviewed, etc.), Sternberg strongly and persuasively challenges the
usefulness of 1Q, SAT, and other tests that, he notes, measure only knowledge that is ““inert” (i.e.,
decontextualized and often quickly forgotten). The type of intelligence that hel ps people succeed in life
requires imaginative approaches to problems that are far more "ill-structured" than those found in the largely
one-dimensional, multiple-choice approach of standardized instruments for quantifying intelligence.
Successful intelligence is more multifaceted; it includes elements of creativity, adaptability, practicality,
intellectual risk- taking, interpersonal skills, and perseverance. In addition, our standard intelligence tests
often are culturally biased and favor those with good test-taking skills. In making his argument, Sternberg
also demoalishes the Herrnstein/Murray hypothesisin The Bell Curve that much of intelligence is inherited;
on the contrary, he notes, intelligenceis ““incremental" (our ability to learn grows with learning itself). With
the exception of some repetition and some self-evident assertions in a concluding chapter that delineates 20
aspects of successful intelligence (does it really need stating that ~ successfully intelligent people spread
themselves neither too thin nor too thick"?), Sternberg writes clearly and gracefully, holding the reader's
attention by peppering his theoretical material with interesting anecdotal examples. Like the writings of
Howard Gardner and Daniel Goleman, among others, this book will prove helpful to a wide range of readers,
from professional educators to mental health professionals, business managers, and parents in appreciating
just how multifaceted intelligence is and how it can be better nurtured in each person. (Book-of-the-Month


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Club/Quiality Paperback Book Club altnerate selection) -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All
rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
AgnesHiga:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you reading
abook especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Successful
Intelligence: How Practical and Creative Intelligence Determine Successin Life, you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
ae-book.

L eonard Parnell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth alwaystry to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of
them isthis Successful Intelligence: How Practical and Creative Intelligence Determine Successin Life.

Colleen Holden:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Successful Intelligence: How Practical and Crestive Intelligence
Determine Successin Life this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value
to explainit is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's
why this book suited all of you.

Madeline Cecil:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why



so many guery for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Successful Intelligence: How Practical and
Creative Intelligence Determine Successin Life as well as others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge.
In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Successful Intelligence: How Practical and
Creative Intelligence Determine Success in Life to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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