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In Masters of Sex, critically acclaimed biographer Thomas Maier offers an
unprecedented look at William Masters and Virginia Johnson, their pioneering
studies of intimacy, and the sexual revolution they inspired. Masters and Johnson
began their secret studies in a small Midwest laboratory, and soon became the
nation's top experts on sex. Over the course of more than forty years, they
analyzed and explained the secrets of orgasm, emotional fulfillment, and sexual
dysfunction. But they divorced after twenty years amid a clash of success,
betrayal, and jealousies.

Weaving interviews with the notoriously private William Masters and the
ambitious Virginia Johnson, Maier offers a titillating portrait of the legendary
couple. Entertaining, revealing, and beautifully told, this groundbreaking book
sheds light on the eternal mysteries of desire and intimacy, and their complicated
roles in the American psyche.
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In Masters of Sex, critically acclaimed biographer Thomas Maier offers an unprecedented look at William
Masters and Virginia Johnson, their pioneering studies of intimacy, and the sexual revolution they inspired.
Masters and Johnson began their secret studies in a small Midwest laboratory, and soon became the nation's
top experts on sex. Over the course of more than forty years, they analyzed and explained the secrets of
orgasm, emotional fulfillment, and sexual dysfunction. But they divorced after twenty years amid a clash of
success, betrayal, and jealousies.

Weaving interviews with the notoriously private William Masters and the ambitious Virginia Johnson, Maier
offers a titillating portrait of the legendary couple. Entertaining, revealing, and beautifully told, this
groundbreaking book sheds light on the eternal mysteries of desire and intimacy, and their complicated roles
in the American psyche.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* He was an ob-gyn on staff at the medical school at Washington University in St. Louis,
Missouri. Emotionally chilly and egotistical, Masters was interested in researching human sexuality. Johnson
was a divorced mother of two, looking for a job and a way to earn a degree. She accepted a job offer as
research assistant—and sex with Masters as a condition of employment, ostensibly in the name of science.
Working together in the 1950s and 1960s, they built on the earlier work of Alfred Kinsey and changed the
way Americans looked at sex. Maier goes beyond the image and contributions of this world-famous couple
to reveal a driven and calculating man who divorced his faithful wife after 29 years and married Johnson to
prevent her from marrying a wealthy benefactor of their clinic. Johnson, though granted equal credit for their
work, never got over feelings of inadequacy. She subverted her personality and desires only to have Masters
divorce her after 21 years to marry an old sweetheart from his youth. Maier recounts the boldness of their
experiments and treatments, controversies surrounding their use of surrogates and study of prostitutes, and
their eventual decline as the sexual revolution they sparked raced ahead of them. Based on interviews,
Masters’ unpublished memoir, and clinic documents, Maier’s book offers a wonderfully written and totally
absorbing look at an amazing couple. --Vanessa Bush

Review

Nelson DeMille, bestselling author of The Gold Coast and The Gate House
“The subject of this book—sex and love—should interest just about everyone. As a bonus, Thomas Maier is
a very fine writer, an accomplished biographer, and an astute reporter. If you read only one biography this
year, it should be this first-ever look at the secretive lives of Masters and Johnson.”

Gay Talese, author of Thy Neighbor’s Wife and A Writer’s Life
“A well-written and insightful account of Masters and Johnson, who, in a clinical sense, probably knew more
about sex and marital love than any other couple in America”

Debby Applegate, Winner of the 2007 Pulitzer Prize in Biography for

The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher
“Masters of Sex is a terrific book about the unlikely couple who touched off the sexual revolution. More than
a biography, this is an intimate history of sex in the twentieth-century.”

Dr. Ruth K. Westheimer
“No novelist could come up with something as remarkable as the real life story of William Masters and
Virginia Johnson, the married experts giving advice to America on sex and love. With insightful reporting
and writing, Thomas Maier has captured this extraordinary relationship between these male and female sex
researchers, a legacy that transformed the way couples live today.”

Pepper Schwartz, Ph.D., Past President of the Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, and author
of

About the Author

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Thomas Maier is the author of The Kennedys: America's Emerald Kings, which was adapted for Warner
Home Video DVD, and the critically acclaimed Dr. Spock, which was a New York Times Notable Book of
the Year in 1999. He is a special writer at Newsday. He lives in Long Island, New York.

www.thomasmaierbooks.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Strode:

The book Masters of Sex: The Life and Times of William Masters and Virginia Johnson, the Couple Who
Taught America How to Lov can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave the best thing like a book Masters of Sex: The Life and Times of William Masters and
Virginia Johnson, the Couple Who Taught America How to Lov? A few of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Masters of Sex: The Life and Times of William Masters and Virginia Johnson,
the Couple Who Taught America How to Lov has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lawrence Elam:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Masters of Sex: The Life and Times of William
Masters and Virginia Johnson, the Couple Who Taught America How to Lov it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Irma Huges:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Masters of Sex: The Life and
Times of William Masters and Virginia Johnson, the Couple Who Taught America How to Lov, you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.



Joan Beverly:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Masters of Sex: The Life and Times of William Masters and Virginia
Johnson, the Couple Who Taught America How to Lov. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.
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