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For many in Miami’s Cuban exile community, hating Fidel Castro is as natural as
loving one’s children. This hatred, Miguel De La Torre suggests, has in fact
taken on religious significance. In La Lucha for Cuba, De La Torre shows how
Exilic Cubans, a once marginalized group, have risen to power and
privilege—distinguishing themselves from other Hispanic communities in the
United States—and how religion has figured in their ascension. Through the lens
of religion and culture, his work also unmasks and explores intra-Hispanic
structures of oppression operating among Cubans in Miami.

Miami Cubans use a religious expression, la lucha, or "the struggle," to justify
the power and privilege they have achieved. Within the context of la lucha, De
La Torre explores the religious dichotomy created between the "children of light"
(Exilic Cubans) and the "children of darkness" (Resident Cubans). Examining the
recent saga of the Elián González custody battle, he shows how the cultural
construction of la lucha has become a distinctly Miami-style spirituality that
makes el exilio (exile) the basis for religious reflection, understanding, and
practice—and that conflates political mobilization with spiritual meaning in an
ongoing confrontation with evil.
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hatred, Miguel De La Torre suggests, has in fact taken on religious significance. In La Lucha for Cuba, De
La Torre shows how Exilic Cubans, a once marginalized group, have risen to power and
privilege—distinguishing themselves from other Hispanic communities in the United States—and how
religion has figured in their ascension. Through the lens of religion and culture, his work also unmasks and
explores intra-Hispanic structures of oppression operating among Cubans in Miami.

Miami Cubans use a religious expression, la lucha, or "the struggle," to justify the power and privilege they
have achieved. Within the context of la lucha, De La Torre explores the religious dichotomy created between
the "children of light" (Exilic Cubans) and the "children of darkness" (Resident Cubans). Examining the
recent saga of the Elián González custody battle, he shows how the cultural construction of la lucha has
become a distinctly Miami-style spirituality that makes el exilio (exile) the basis for religious reflection,
understanding, and practice—and that conflates political mobilization with spiritual meaning in an ongoing
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"This, the first major study of popular religion in Miami’s community of exiled Cubans, is outstanding. De
La Torre captures the intimacy and flavor of a spiritual movement that crosses moral and theological lines.
It’s bound to upset some for its frank conclusions; but all great books go against the inherited grain in some
way."—Luis León, author of La Llorona’s Children: Religion, Life, and Death in the U.S.-Mexican
Borderlands

"A daring and careful exposé of the political and religious right-wing discourse circulating among Cuban
exiles. In this extremely important, courageous, and long-overdue project about cubanidad (Cubanness), De
La Torre has created a historical marker in the effort to clear the way for a more democratic and spiritually
compassionate world for Cuban Americans."—Laura Perez, Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies,
University of California, Berkeley

From the Back Cover
"This, the first major study of popular religion in Miami's community of exiled Cubans, is outstanding. De
La Torre captures the intimacy and flavor of a spiritual movement that crosses moral and theological lines.
It's bound to upset some for its frank conclusions; but all great books go against the inherited grain in some
way."--Luis Leon, author of "La Llorona's Children: Religion, Life, and Death in the U.S.-Mexican
Borderlands

"A daring and careful expose of the political and religious right-wing discourse circulating among Cuban
exiles. In this extremely important, courageous, and long-overdue project about "cubanidad (Cubanness), De
La Torre has created a historical marker in the effort to clear the way for a more democratic and spiritually
compassionate world for Cuban Americans."--Laura Perez, Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies, University
of California, Berkeley

About the Author

Miguel A. De La Torre is Assistant Professor of Religion at Hope College. He is the author of The Quest
for the Cuban Christ: A Historical Search (2002), Reading the Bible from the Margins (2002), and, with
Edwin Aponte, Introducing Latino/a Theologies (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Here thing why this La Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics on the Streets of Miami are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. La Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics on the Streets of
Miami giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no



e-book that similar with La Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics on the Streets of Miami. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of La
Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics on the Streets of Miami in e-book can be your choice.

Lana Alvis:

The book untitled La Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics on the Streets of Miami contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order
it. Have a nice examine.

Jere Bingham:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This La Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics
on the Streets of Miami is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Samantha Green:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This La Lucha for Cuba: Religion and Politics on the
Streets of Miami can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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