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Most of us who live in the North and the West consume far too much – too much
meat, too much fat, too much sugar, too much salt. We are more likely to put on
too much weight than to go hungry. We live in a society that is heading for a
crash. We are aware of what is happening and yet we refuse to take it fully into
account. Above all we refuse to address the issue that lies at the heart of our
problems – namely, the fact that our societies are based on an economy whose
only goal is growth for growth’s sake.

Serge Latouche argues that we need to rethink from the very foundations the idea
that our societies should be based on growth. He offers a radical alternative – a
society of ‘de-growth’. De-growth is not the same thing as negative growth. We
should be talking about ‘a-growth’, in the sense in which we speak of ‘a-theism’.
And we do indeed have to abandon a faith or religion – that of the economy,
progress and development—and reject the irrational and quasi-idolatrous cult of
growth for growth’s sake.

While many realize that that the never-ending pursuit of growth is incompatible
with a finite planet, we have yet to come to terms with the implications of this –
the need to produce less and consume less. But if we do not change course, we
are heading for an ecological and human disaster. There is still time to imagine,
quite calmly, a system based upon a different logic, and to plan for a ‘de-growth
society’.
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Most of us who live in the North and the West consume far too much – too much meat, too much fat, too
much sugar, too much salt. We are more likely to put on too much weight than to go hungry. We live in a
society that is heading for a crash. We are aware of what is happening and yet we refuse to take it fully into
account. Above all we refuse to address the issue that lies at the heart of our problems – namely, the fact that
our societies are based on an economy whose only goal is growth for growth’s sake.

Serge Latouche argues that we need to rethink from the very foundations the idea that our societies should be
based on growth. He offers a radical alternative – a society of ‘de-growth’. De-growth is not the same thing
as negative growth. We should be talking about ‘a-growth’, in the sense in which we speak of ‘a-theism’.
And we do indeed have to abandon a faith or religion – that of the economy, progress and development—and
reject the irrational and quasi-idolatrous cult of growth for growth’s sake.

While many realize that that the never-ending pursuit of growth is incompatible with a finite planet, we have
yet to come to terms with the implications of this – the need to produce less and consume less. But if we do
not change course, we are heading for an ecological and human disaster. There is still time to imagine, quite
calmly, a system based upon a different logic, and to plan for a ‘de-growth society’.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I would like to use the opportunity of this review to urge readers to take up Latouche's remarkable book."
Sustainability, Science, Practice, and Policy

"This little book is a pleasure to read. It is critical, contrarian, informative and provocative. Latouche
advances a coherent set of proposals for reversing the treadmill of an ever-more insistent growth dynamic in
favour of a more serene existence based on quality of life, solidarity and respect for the environment."
Bob Jessop, University of Lancaster

From the Back Cover
Most of us who live in the North and the West consume far too much – too much meat, too much fat, too much sugar,
too much salt.  We are more likely to put on too much weight than to go hungry.  We live in a society that is heading for
a crash.  We are aware of what is happening and yet we refuse to take it fully into account.  Above all we refuse to
address the issue that lies at the heart of our problems – namely, the fact that our societies are based on an economy
whose only goal is growth for growth’s sake.

Serge Latouche argues that we need to rethink from the very foundations the idea that our societies should be based on
growth.  He offers a radical alternative – a society of ‘de-growth’.  De-growth is not the same thing as negative growth.
We should be talking about ‘a-growth’, in the sense in which we speak of ‘a-theism’. And we do indeed have to
abandon a faith or religion – that of the economy, progress and development—and reject the irrational and quasi-
idolatrous cult of growth for growth’s sake.

While many realize that that the never-ending pursuit of growth is incompatible with a finite planet, we have yet to
come to terms with the implications of this – the need to produce less and consume less.  But if we do not change
course, we are heading for an ecological and human disaster. There is still time to imagine, quite calmly, a system based
upon a different logic, and to plan for a ‘de-growth society’.

About the Author
Serge Latouche is Professor Emeritus at the University of Paris-Sud.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Farewell to Growth. You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Farewell to Growth. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's examine.



Theodore Pritchard:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Farewell to Growth is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Ella Woods:

The e-book untitled Farewell to Growth is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Farewell to Growth from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Manda Perez:

The publication with title Farewell to Growth posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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