Fandom Unbound: Otaku Culture in a
Connected World

From Yale University Press

Read Online ©

Fandom Unbound: Otaku Culturein a Connected World From Yale
University Press

In recent years, otaku culture has emerged as one of Japan’s mgjor cultural
exports and as a genuinely transnational phenomenon. This timely volume
investigates how this once marginalized popular culture has come to play amgjor
rolein Japan’s identity at home and abroad. In the American context, the word
otaku is best trandlated as “ geek”—an ardent fan with highly specialized
knowledge and interests. But it is associated especially with fans of specific
Japan-based cultural genres, including anime, manga, and video games. Most
important of all, as this collection shows, is the way otaku culture represents a
newly participatory fan culture in which fans not only organize around niche
interests but produce and distribute their own media content. In this collection of
essays, Japanese and American scholars offer richly detailed descriptions of how
this once stigmatized Japanese youth culture created its own alternative markets
and cultural products such as fan fiction, comics, costumes, and remixes,
becoming a major international force that can challenge the dominance of
commercial media. By exploring therich variety of otaku culture from multiple
perspectives, this groundbreaking collection provides fascinating insights into the
present and future of cultural production and distribution in the digital age.
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In recent years, otaku culture has emerged as one of Japan’s major cultural exports and as a genuinely
transnational phenomenon. This timely volume investigates how this once marginalized popular culture has
cometo play amajor rolein Japan’sidentity at home and abroad. In the American context, the word otaku is
best translated as “ geek”—an ardent fan with highly specialized knowledge and interests. But it is associated
especially with fans of specific Japan-based cultural genres, including anime, manga, and video games. Most
important of all, as this collection shows, isthe way otaku culture represents a newly participatory fan
culture in which fans not only organize around niche interests but produce and distribute their own media
content. In this collection of essays, Japanese and American scholars offer richly detailed descriptions of
how this once stigmatized Japanese youth culture created its own alternative markets and cultural products
such as fan fiction, comics, costumes, and remixes, becoming a major international force that can challenge
the dominance of commercial media. By exploring the rich variety of otaku culture from multiple
perspectives, this groundbreaking collection provides fascinating insights into the present and future of
cultural production and distribution in the digital age.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisthefirst comprehensive book to examine the full range of practices we associate with Otaku culture.
The range of material covered here - from train watchers to cosplayers, from model builders to fansubbers -
isredly spectacular, helping us to move beyond encrusted stereotypes of the isolated Otaku to a much more
nuanced understanding of the Otaku subculture."—Henry Jenkins, author of Convergence Culture: Where
Old and New Media Callide (Henry Jenkins)

null (Ellen Seiter)
About the Author

Mizuko Itois Professor in Residence and John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Chair in Digital
Media and Learning, Department of Anthropology and Department of Informatics, University of California,
Irvine. Daisuke Okabe s lecturer in psychology, Tokyo City University, Japan. | zumi Tsuji is associate
professor of sociology at Chuo University, Japan.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Tillman:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They
need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar
in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Fandom
Unbound: Otaku Culture in a Connected World to read.

CarissaWare

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them isthis
Fandom Unbound: Otaku Culture in a Connected World.



Jose Coleman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not attempting Fandom Unbound: Otaku Culture
in a Connected World that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for al of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Fandom Unbound: Otaku Culture in a Connected World become your current starter.

Mohammed Strohl:

That book can make you to fed relax. That book Fandom Unbound: Otaku Culture in a Connected World
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Fandom Unbound: Otaku
Culture in a Connected World has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So, not at al of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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