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In this pathbreaking study of the works of Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau, and Mill,
Susan Moller Okin turns to the tradition of political philosophy that pervades
Western culture and its institutions to understand why the gap between formal
and real gender equality persists. Our philosophical heritage, Okin argues, largely
rests on the assumption of the natural inequality of the sexes. Women cannot be
included as equals within political theory unless its deep-rooted assumptions
about the traditional family, its sex roles, and its relation to the wider world of
political society are challenged. So long as this attitude pervades our institutions
and behavior, the formal equality women have won has no chance of becoming
substantive.
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In this pathbreaking study of the works of Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau, and Mill, Susan Moller Okin turns to
the tradition of political philosophy that pervades Western culture and its institutions to understand why the
gap between formal and real gender equality persists. Our philosophical heritage, Okin argues, largely rests
on the assumption of the natural inequality of the sexes. Women cannot be included as equals within political
theory unless its deep-rooted assumptions about the traditional family, its sex roles, and its relation to the
wider world of political society are challenged. So long as this attitude pervades our institutions and
behavior, the formal equality women have won has no chance of becoming substantive.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Okin has written an engaging, serious, careful, and important work that raises the issues of women and
politics in their most elemental and pertinent form. . . . A pioneering book."--Benjamin R. Barber, New
Republic

"A brilliant, clear, sustained drive through the murky history of men's ideas about what they wished women
to do into the terra incognita of what women can be. . . . [A] major contribution to political thought."--
Christina Robb, Boston Globe

"Excellent. . . . Given the generations of scholars who have ignored the obvious, Okin's contribution is
tantamount to the child declaring the emperor to be without clothes. Her language is calm, clear, simple, and
strong."--Vivian Gornick, Washington Post

"Okin's impressive book makes clear that whatever we may have been taught, we cannot read the great
political theorists as though 'mankind' means all of us."--Nannerl Keohane, Ethics

About the Author
Susan Moller Okin (1946-2004) was a prominent feminist philosopher and the Marta Sutton Weeks
Professor of Ethics in Society at Stanford University. Her books include "Justice, Gender, and the Family"
and "Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jim Martin:

The book untitled Women in Western Political Thought is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Women in Western Political Thought from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Mary Mohammad:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Women in Western Political Thought
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Women in Western Political Thought as
good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Martha Bryant:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Women in Western Political Thought provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Mary Cruz:

This Women in Western Political Thought is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Women in Western Political Thought
can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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