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This Is Mexico is a collection of essays on the often magical and mysterious?and
sometimes heartrending?workings of everyday life in Mexico, written from the
perspective of an American expatriate.

By turns humorous and poignant, Merchasin provides an informed look at
Mexican culture and history, exploring everything from healthcare, Mexican-
style, to religious rituals; from the educational role of the telenovela to the
cultural subtleties of the Spanish language. Written with a clear eye for details, a
warm heart for Mexico, and a lively sense of humor, This Is Mexico is an
insider's look at the joys, sorrows, and challenges of life in this complex country.
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Editorial Review

Review
“In her touching memoir, Carol Merchasin has captured the colors and chaos, the tastes and the trials that
make up life in the city of San Miguel de Allende. In a refreshingly honest voice, Merchasin shows how
weapons became fireworks and dangers morphed into kindness. She isn’t afraid to show her naivety at the
culture she finds, nor her surprise at how it comes to seduce her. Indeed, her candor is what makes this
memoir unique. In her beguiling way, Merchasin draws us into a country open to life, and a people who
opened to her, as she did to them.”
—Mary Morris, author of Nothing to Declare

“Carol Merchasin's essays about Mexico nail the people, the culture, the experience of living here, the tender
relationships. Some essays are poignant, some are very funny, all of them are beautifully written and
carefully crafted. I want to give this book to all my friends who wonder why I live in Mexico. The essays are
accurate, nuanced, entertaining, enlightening. The writing is elegant and ranges from touching to hilarious. If
you have any interest in Mexico, don't miss this book.”
—Susan Page, Director, San Miguel Writers' Conference and Literary Festival

"Carol Merchasin writes about San Miguel de Allende with affection and self-effacing wit, even as she mulls
the contradictions and imperfections of her adopted country. This Is Mexico is wise and funny and true.”
—Gerard Helferich, author of Theodore Roosevelt and the Assassin

“A warm, witty and lively recounting of settling into life in San Miguel.”
—Tony Cohan, author of On Mexican Time: A New Life in San Miguel and Mexican Days: Journeys into the
Heart of Mexico

“With writing that’s as persuasive as a legal brief and as funny as your favorite relative’s best stories, Carol
Merchasin captures the daily confusion of living in Mexico, a country filled with local characters reminiscent
of Peter Mayle’s rustic French neighbors. Smart. Witty. Warm. Engaging and enlightening, this is a brilliant
gem of a memoir.”
—Mark Saunders, author of Nobody Knows the Spanish I Speak

“In the good-hearted tradition of Jack Smith's classic of the gringo-in-Mexico memoir, God and Mr. Gómez,
Carol Merchasin's This Is Mexico recounts a 'recovering lawyer's' adventures and many lessons in learning to
live south of the border.”
—C.M. Mayo, author of Metaphysical Odyssey into the Mexican Revolution

“I am enchanted with Carol Merchasin´s description of Mexico. I have lived seventy of my ninety-four years
in Mexico and still wonder whether the plumber's reply to, 'When can you fix it?' ("Mañana") means day
after tomorrow, next week, or call another plumber. She captures the chaos, the music, the pure joy of living
here.”
—Kathryn Blair, author, In the Shadow of the Angel

“This is Mexico: Tales of Culture and Other Complications is one more thing to celebrate about living south
of the border. Written with wit and humor, rich with insight and incident, it tells the story of one couple’s
journey into expat life, with all its accommodations. It is at once authoritative, yet intimate and personal, and



blessed with humanity throughout. A valuable addition to the expat literature, it is dependably interesting
from start to finish.”
—John Scherber, author of Living in San Miguel: The Heart of the Matter

“This is a delightful book. It made me ponder, smile, laugh out loud. Merchasin's droll take on the unfamiliar
and unlikely is a tonic, and she loves Mexico, and its people, as I do.”
—Alice Walker

About the Author
Carol M. Merchasin is a lawyer, a former partner at a large law firm, and an author involved in a longtime
love affair with Mexico. She fell in love with the country’s language, people, and culture during her first trip
south in 1983, and she moved to San Miguel de Allende in 2005. She is a keen observer, an experienced
researcher, and an enthusiastic student of Mexican culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called This Is Mexico:
Tales of Culture and Other Complications? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Joann Huertas:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular This Is
Mexico: Tales of Culture and Other Complications book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Edward Carter:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book
This Is Mexico: Tales of Culture and Other Complications we can take more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book This Is Mexico: Tales of
Culture and Other Complications. You can more pleasing than now.



Joel Wall:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book This Is Mexico: Tales of Culture and
Other Complications to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and examine it. Beside that the guide This Is Mexico: Tales of Culture and Other Complications can
to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the
time.
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