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Catherine the Great recruited thousands of colonists “to populate her lower Volga River frontier with
dependable permanent settlers who not only would bring stability to this lawless, underdevel oped, and
uncharted region, but also would reclaim the vast wasteland there”—an area larger than the state of
Maryland. This recruitment program ended in 1766, after drawing amajority of the colonists (about 30,000)
from west central Germany, particularly the Hessian states.

Since 1874 many inhabitants of this overpopulated land island between Saratov and Volgograd (formerly
Stalingrad) have emigrated to the Western world—to homesteads from the plains of western Canadato the
pampas of Argentina, but chiefly in the U.S. By 1920 more than 300,000 Volga Germans were counted in
the U.S., mostly in the private states but including 24,000 in the East and 30,000 on the West Coast.
Meanwhile, the number of German-derived residents of the Soviet Union exceeded two million—the original
Evangelical and Roman Catholic settlers having flourished, despite adversity, and having been joined by
Mennonitesin 1854.

The author paints a vivid picture of the pioneering activities of the Germans on the Volga, meeting the
challenges of a hostile environment and raids by brigands, and keeping their culture aive through an
elaborate system of parochial schools.

A century ago population pressure forced many Volga Germans westward to the Americas, or eastward to
Turkestan and Siberia somewhat later. Although Lenin established a V olga German Autonomous Republic,
Stalin abolished it in 1941 during the Nazi invasion and deported its population to Siberia and Central Asia.
A 1964 Soviet decree retracted wholesale charges of disloyalty against the Volga Germans but denied
restoration of their Republic.

The story of the Volga Germans and their adventures in North and South America from 1874 to the present
isawarm and vibrant one. Both laymen and scholars will find it rewarding.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Fred C. Koch, who came to the U.S.A. from the Volga German colony of Kolb at the age of five, has spent
his entire career on newspapers in the State of Washington: in Wenatchee, Cashmere, Spokane, and Sezttle.
During World War |1 he served with the Office of War Information in London, the Office of Psychological
Warfarein Paris, and military government in Frankfurt and Berlin. He is a graduate of the University of
Washington and is active in the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frank Lach:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take awander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open aswell asread a book titled
The Volga Germans: In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the Present? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Charles Malone:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Volga Germans:. In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the
Present can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Vincent Newton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they freetime just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent all day long to reading areserve. The book The Volga Germans: In Russia and the Americas,
from 1763 to the Present it is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy



the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Thomas M oss;

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto go through a book. When you study a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Volga Germans: In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the Present provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.
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