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From the twelve days of Christmas to the Spring traditions of Valentine,
Shrovetide, and Easter eggs, through May Day revels and Midsummer fires, and
on to the waning of the year, Harvest Home, and Hallowe'en; Ronald Hutton
takes us on afascinating journey through the ritual year in Britain.

His comprehensive study covers all the British Isles and the whole sweep of
history from the earliest written records to the present day. Great and lesser,
ancient and modern, Christian and pagan, all rituals are treated with the same
attention. The result is a colorful and absorbing history in which Ronald Hutton
challenges many common assumptions about the customs of the past and the
festivals of the present debunking many myths and illuminates the history of the
calendar welive by.

Sations of the Sun is the first complete scholarly work to cover the full span of
British rituals, challenging the work of specialists from the late Victorian period
onwards, reworking our picture of the field thoroughly, and raising issues for
historians of every period.
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From the twelve days of Christmas to the Spring traditions of Valentine, Shrovetide, and Easter eggs,
through May Day revels and Midsummer fires, and on to the waning of the year, Harvest Home, and
Hallowe'en; Ronald Hutton takes us on a fascinating journey through the ritual year in Britain.

His comprehensive study covers all the British Isles and the whole sweep of history from the earliest written
records to the present day. Great and lesser, ancient and modern, Christian and pagan, all rituals are treated
with the same attention. The result is a colorful and absorbing history in which Ronald Hutton challenges
many common assumptions about the customs of the past and the festivals of the present debunking many
myths and illuminates the history of the calendar we live by.

Sations of the Sun is the first complete scholarly work to cover the full span of British rituals, challenging
the work of specialists from the late Victorian period onwards, reworking our picture of the field thoroughly,
and raising issues for historians of every period.
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Editorial Review

Review
“absorbing study' Lorn Macintyre, Glasgow Herald

“ascholarly work meticulously detailing the origins of every traditional holiday or ritual day in Britain's
history ... Asahistorical document, the breadth of detail is gripping, but as an exploration of British beliefs
over the millenium about to go forever, it's unmissable.' Flic Everett, Manchester Evening News

“an exhaustive account of the traditions and rituals practised in the British Isles from time immemorial to the
present' Sybil Owen, Oxford Times

“Hutton's work is not dry as dust but of a piece with the ever-expanding purlieux of socia history. He does
not string out paragraphs upon a modicum of fact. Each is fertile with detail ... this elegantly produced and
remarkably cheap volume will find an honoured place in the library of every self-respecting New Age
caravan that is Glastonbury-bound, and, elsewhere, it will command a sale well beyond the run-up to
Christmas once known as Advent.' Christopher Hawtree, The Independent

“The Stations of the Sun is a dedicated, meticul ous piece of research.' David Woodthorpe, Plymouth Evening
Herald

“scholarly, readable history of British seasond rituals ... Hutton takes us informatively through "the ritual
year", from Christmasto Bonfire Night' Paul Barker, The Times

“he seeks ... to put the record straight rather than stir up controversy for the sake of it, and has prduced a
work that will be respected for its temperate argument and its prodigious research. From Christmas to
Halloween, thereis barely aritual or a custom that escapes his eye in the most detailed book of itskind ever
written.' Henry Hardcastle, Evergeen, Autumn 1996

"he seeks ... to put the record straight rather than stir up controversy for the sake of it, and has prduced a
work that will be respected for its temperate argument and its prodigious research. From Christmas to
Hallowe'en, thereis barely aritual or a custom that escapes his eye in the most detailed book of its kind ever
written." Henry Hardcastle, Evergreen, Autumn 1996

"Ronald Hutton's splendid new book is a comprehensive history of the customs and beliefs whch constitute
theritual year in Britain ... it isatour de force, from one of the livelist and most wide-ranging of practising
English historians ... thisisa historical encyclopaedia, unfailingly informative and stimulating; but a
connecting thread does run through the book ... Thisis awelcome work of demystification, bringing the cold
light of historical inquiry to bear on an area which has been surrounded with a good deal of pseudo-science
and sheer gobbledegook ... thisis amarvelloudly detailed exploration of anow familiar historical
pheomenon, the invention of "tradition” ... unfailingly stimulating, learned and engaging book, which places
arelatively neglected aspect of English social history firmly on the map.' Times Literary Supplement

“uncovers amass of fascinating material about rites and festivals, showing how irrepressible such
inventiveness remains in spite of globalised entertainment’ Marina Warner, Independent on Sunday



About the Author

Ronald Hutton is Reader in British History at the University of Bristol. He is the author of The Rise and
Fall of Merry England (OUP 1994) and Charles |1: King of England, Scotland, and Ireland (OUP, 1989;
OPB,1991).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sheree Gonzalez;

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. Y es, by reading abook your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Stations of
the Sun: A History of the Ritual Y ear in Britain book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Nicolas Dandr ea;

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Stations of the Sun: A History of the Ritual Y ear in Britain your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in areserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Stations of the Sun: A History of the Ritual Y ear
in Britain giving you yet ancther experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kendrick Hardee

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Stations of the Sun: A History of
the Ritual Y ear in Britain reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Stations
of the Sun: A History of the Ritual Y ear in Britain as good book not just by the cover but also by content.
Thisis one publication that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.



Richard Strohm:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the world. By the book
The Stations of the Sun: A History of the Ritual Y ear in Britain we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Stations of the Sun: A History
of the Ritual Year in Britain. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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