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Editorial Review

Review

'In this fascinating ethnographic study, and within an integrated interdisciplinary theoretical framework, Ruth
Wodak goes beyond the usual analysis of political discourse. She examines the hectic daily 'backstage' of
doing politics ("walk and talk") by european parliamentarians as well as in the fictional world of the TV
series The West Wing. A great contribution to both discourse studies and political science.' - Teun van Dijk,
Pompeu Fabra University, Barcelona, Spain

'What if politics was a play? With her trademark impressive methodological rigour and immense creativity,
Ruth Wodak takes us on a fascinating journey where she decodes the logic of political discourse, action, and
representation. The result is a brilliant, rich, and subtle book. From the backstage of the European Parliament
to popular political sitcoms, she reveals a face of democratic practice that we cannot afford to ignore.' -
Michael Bruter, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK

'...yet another thought provoking and elegant book by Ruth Wodak...a valuable contribution to the analysis of
everyday political routines...' - Anna Horoletz, Qualitative Sociology Review

'Wodak's book will provide researchers, students, and political enthusiasts with a very rich study of
frontstage and backstage politics.' - Ruth Harman, University of Georgia, USA

'Ruth Wodak is one of the leading and most productive scholars in the field of Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA). This present book addresses the discourse of politics, more specifically the questions 'how politics is
done' and 'what politicians actually do'...These questions are addressed on the basis of rich empirical data
gathered in previous years as part of wider projects investigating discursive practices within the European
Union institutions, research projects conducted by Ruth Wodak and her co-workers either at Lancaster
University or at Vienna where she worked before moving to the UK. There are extensive acknowledgements
and references to previous projects and related publications. Her main aim of this book is presented as
integrating ''these seemingly fragmented findings from many ethnographic case studies into a theoretical,
interdisciplinary framework which could throw light on the discursive construction and representation of
politics in action''...' - Journal of Pragmatics

'Wodak's book is well-worth reading and thinking about.' - Jonathon Roberge, The Centre for Cultural
Sociology

'...with its abundance of suggestive, empirical and methodological insights, this excellent study illuminates a
political world that is typically invisible in mainstream European media. While it may not achieve visibility
among a wider public of often suspicious or indifferent EU citizens, Wodak's book comes highly
recommended to researchers and higher level students examining the relationship between media and
politics.' - International Journal of Media and Cultural Politics

'The book will be of great interest to critical scholars of policy-making both for the insight it gives into the
backstage world of the EU Parliament and as a demonstration of one of the major methodological
approaches available to critical policy analysts - CDA. Wodak makes a valuable contribution to our
understanding of 'how politics is done' and, by extension, the work of politicians in how policy is created and
reproduced.' - Critical Policy Studies



'...the book, adopting theoretical and empirical approaches to text analysis, proves to be a comprehensive
manual that is both persuasive and influential. The book vividly demonstrates how the daily power struggle
for hegemony goes on in the European Parliament...an important work for any student or professor of
linguistics, theoretical and applied, or political science today.' - Critical Discourse Studies

'In her exemplary book, Ruth Wodak provides a compendium of fifteen years of studies of European Union
(EU) politicians working behind the scenes...the conceptual framework, methodological description, and
analysis of text are so weel executed that this book seems certain to spur further studies of its type.'
Language in Society

About the Author
RUTH WODAK, is Distinguished Professor of Discourse Studies at the Department of Linguistics,
Lancaster University, UK. (and affiliated to the University of Vienna). Besides various other prizes, she was
awarded the Wittgenstein Prize for Elite Researchers in 1996. She has published widely on (European and
national) Identity Politics, Racism and Discrimination, Multilingualism and Language Policies, and Politics
of the Past.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Curtis Locke:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and also important the book The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as
Usual. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Bethany Eng:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as
Usual as the daily resource information.

Melanie Finnegan:

The particular book The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as Usual will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as Usual
is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can



more easily to read the book.

Brandon Macdonald:

The book untitled The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as Usual contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author.
The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice examine.
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