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This book explores the role of bodily, sensory experiencein early Christianity
(first — seventh centuries AD) by focusing on the importance of smell in ancient
Mediterranean culture. Following its legalization in the fourth century Roman
Empire, Christianity cultivated a dramatically flourishing devotional piety, in
which the bodily senses were utilized as crucial instruments of human-divine
interaction. Rich olfactory practices developed as part of this shift, with lavish
uses of incense, holy oils, and other sacred scents. At the same time, Christians
showed profound interest in what smells could mean. How could the experience
of smell be construed in revelatory terms? What specifically could it convey?
How and what could be known through smell? Scenting Salvation argues that
ancient Christians used olfactory experience for purposes of a distinctive
religious epistemology: formulating knowledge of the divine in order to yield, in
turn, a particular human identity.

Using awide array of Pagan, Jewish, and Christian sources, Susan Ashbrook
Harvey examines the ancient understanding of smell through religious rituals,
liturgical practices, mystagogical commentaries, literary imagery, homiletic
conventions; scientific, medical, and cosmological models; ascetic disciplines,
theological discourse, and eschatological expectations. In the process, she argues
for aricher appreciation of ancient notions of embodiment, and of the roles the
body might servein religion.
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This book explores the role of bodily, sensory experiencein early Christianity (first — seventh centuries AD)
by focusing on the importance of smell in ancient Mediterranean culture. Following its legalization in the
fourth century Roman Empire, Christianity cultivated a dramatically flourishing devotional piety, in which
the bodily senses were utilized as crucia instruments of human-divine interaction. Rich olfactory practices
developed as part of this shift, with lavish uses of incense, holy oils, and other sacred scents. At the same
time, Christians showed profound interest in what smells could mean. How could the experience of smell be
construed in revelatory terms? What specifically could it convey? How and what could be known through
smell? Scenting Salvation argues that ancient Christians used olfactory experience for purposes of a
distinctive religious epistemology: formulating knowledge of the divinein order to yield, in turn, a particular
human identity.

Using awide array of Pagan, Jewish, and Christian sources, Susan Ashbrook Harvey examines the ancient
understanding of smell through religious rituals, liturgical practices, mystagogical commentaries, literary
imagery, homiletic conventions; scientific, medical, and cosmological models; ascetic disciplines,
theological discourse, and eschatological expectations. In the process, she argues for aricher appreciation of
ancient notions of embodiment, and of the roles the body might servein religion.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Susan Ashbrook Harvey has surely produced the definitive analysis of the role of scent in Early Christian
ritual and theological discourse. Thisis awelcome new trajectory in the study of religion and the body." -
Patricia Cox Miller, author of The Cultural Turn in Late Ancient Studies: Gender, Asceticism, and
Historiography"

From the Inside Flap

"Susan Ashbrook Harvey has surely produced the definitive analysis of the role of scent in Early Christian
ritual and theological discourse. Thisis awelcome new trajectory in the study of religion and the
body."—Patricia Cox Miller, author of The Cultural Turnin Late Ancient Sudies: Gender, Asceticism, and
Historiography

From the Back Cover

"Susan Ashbrook Harvey has surely produced the definitive analysis of the role of scent in Early Christian
ritual and theological discourse. Thisisawelcome new trgjectory in the study of religion and the body."--
Patricia Cox Miller, author of "The Cultural Turnin Late Ancient Studies: Gender, Asceticism, and
Historiography

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Timothy Duchene:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the
Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) as the daily resource information.

Jeremy Gable:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the
Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) can be fine book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.



Stanley Cooper:

The book untitled Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of
the Classical Heritage) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works.

Y ou can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as
order it. Have anice learn.

Theodor e Rivas:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This book Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory
Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Download and Read Online Scenting Salvation: Ancient
Christianity and the Olfactory I magination (Transfor mation of the
Classical Heritage) By Susan Ashbrook Harvey #W3NM RBOVE50



Read Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory
| magination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) By Susan
Ashbrook Harvey for online ebook

Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical
Heritage) By Susan Ashbrook Harvey Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Scenting Salvation:
Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) By Susan
Ashbrook Harvey booksto read online.

Online Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory I magination
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) By Susan Ashbrook Harvey ebook PDF
download

Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transfor mation of the
Classical Heritage) By Susan Ashbrook Harvey Doc

Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) By
Susan Ashbrook Harvey Mobipocket

Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory Imagination (Transfor mation of the Classical Heritage) By
Susan Ashbrook Harvey EPub

W3NMRBOVES5O: Scenting Salvation: Ancient Christianity and the Olfactory I magination (Transformation of the
Classical Heritage) By Susan Ashbrook Harvey



