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For more than half a century, Erwin Panofsky's Perspective as Symbolic Form
has dominated studies of visual representation. Despite the hegemony of central
projection, or perspective, other equally important methods of representation
have much to tell us. Parallel projection can be found on classical Greek vases, in
Pompeiian frescoes, in Byzantine mosaics; it returned in works of the historical
avant-garde, and remains the dominant form of representation in China. In
Oblique Drawing, Massimo Scolari investigates "anti-perspective" visual
representation over two thousand years, finding in the course of his investigation
that visual and conceptual representations are manifestations of the ideological
and philosophical orientations of different cultures. Images prove to be not just a
form of art but a form of thought, a projection of a way of life. Scolari's
generously illustrated studies show that illusionistic perspective is not the only,
or even the best, representation of objects in history; parallel projection, for
example, preserves in scale the actual measurements of objects it represents,
avoiding the distortions of one-point perspective. Scolari analyzes the use of
nonperspectival representations in pre-Renaissance images of machines and
military hardware, architectural models and drawings, and illustrations of
geometrical solids. He challenges Panofsky's theory of Pompeiian perspective
and explains the difficulties encountered by the Chinese when they viewed Jesuit
missionaries' perspectival religious images. Scolari vividly demonstrates the
diversity of representational forms devised through the centuries, and shows how
each one reveals something that is lacking in the others.
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Editorial Review

Review

…[A]n excellent resource for artists, architects, and historians. And, finally, what Oblique Perspective does
achieve is to underscore the need for a more comprehensive study, or perhaps even many studies.

(Nancy Goldring Architect's Newspaper)

An erudite and excellently illustrated book.

(Arquitectura Viva)

About the Author

Massimo Scolari is a prominent architectural historian. He is also an editor, designer, artist, and pilot. He has
taught at the Istituto Universitario di Architettura di Venezia (IUAV), Cornell University, Cooper Union,
Institute for Architecture and Urban Studies (IAUS), Technische Universität Vienna, Harvard University,
and Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

The actual book Oblique Drawing: A History of Anti-Perspective (Writing Architecture) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Oblique Drawing: A
History of Anti-Perspective (Writing Architecture) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Brittany Belliveau:

The particular book Oblique Drawing: A History of Anti-Perspective (Writing Architecture) has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Daniel Trimble:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Oblique Drawing: A History of Anti-



Perspective (Writing Architecture) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Virginia Higgins:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time
to open your book? Or just searching for the Oblique Drawing: A History of Anti-Perspective (Writing
Architecture) when you essential it?
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