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The definitive compendium of classic and modern oratory expanded?with a
new preface on what makes a speech "great."

An instant classic when it was first published a decade ago and now enriched by
seventeen new speeches, Lend Me Your Ears contains more than two hundred
outstanding moments of oratory. It is selected, arranged, and introduced by
William Safire, who honed his skills as a presidential speechwriter. He is
considered by many to be America's most influential political columnist and most
elegant explicator of our language. Covering speeches from Demosthenes to
George W. Bush, this latest edition includes the words of Cromwell to the "Rump
Parliament," Orson Welles eulogizing Darryl F. Zanuck, General George Patton
exhorting his troops before D-Day, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg speaking on Bush
v. Gore. A new section incorporates speeches that were never delivered: what
Kennedy was scheduled to say in Dallas; what Safire wrote for Nixon if the first
moon landing met with disaster; and what Clinton originally planned to say after
his grand jury testimony but swapped for a much fiercer speech.
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The definitive compendium of classic and modern oratory expanded?with a new preface on what
makes a speech "great."

An instant classic when it was first published a decade ago and now enriched by seventeen new speeches,
Lend Me Your Ears contains more than two hundred outstanding moments of oratory. It is selected, arranged,
and introduced by William Safire, who honed his skills as a presidential speechwriter. He is considered by
many to be America's most influential political columnist and most elegant explicator of our language.
Covering speeches from Demosthenes to George W. Bush, this latest edition includes the words of Cromwell
to the "Rump Parliament," Orson Welles eulogizing Darryl F. Zanuck, General George Patton exhorting his
troops before D-Day, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg speaking on Bush v. Gore. A new section incorporates
speeches that were never delivered: what Kennedy was scheduled to say in Dallas; what Safire wrote for
Nixon if the first moon landing met with disaster; and what Clinton originally planned to say after his grand
jury testimony but swapped for a much fiercer speech.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The third edition of this comprehensive collection of oratory through the ages is appropriately edited by
former presidential speechwriter Safire—a man who knows firsthand the importance of putting together the
right words for the right moment. But many readers will no doubt skip his prefatory lesson in rhetoric and go
right to the speeches themselves. The selections range widely through Western history, from Pericles’s
funeral oration to fallen Greek soldiers in the Peloponnesian War, to Tony Blair "exhorting his party to fight
terrorism." History has yet to pass judgment on the greatness of the most recent speeches included here, but
Safire shows a broad-minded, bipartisan inclusiveness in collecting the words of Democrats and
Republicans, conservatives and liberals, history’s losers (Sen. Robert Taft opposing war crimes trials after
WWII) as well as its victors. And several of the speeches he includes deal with politics only indirectly: such
as Louis Pasteur’s paean to scientific education, the Dalai Lama’s sermon on the "Philosophy of
Compassion" and Salman Rushdie’s description of a life "Trapped inside a Metaphor." This is an invaluable
reference for writers and speakers, students of history and those who simply appreciate great oratory.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Library Journal
This new edition of Safire's book, originally published in 1992, retains all the speeches in the first edition
and adds 20 new ones, such as Pope Urban II launching the crusades, Bob Dole remembering Richard
Nixon, and Colin Powell on racial hatred. Safire's criteria are subjective?a speech is included if he thinks "it's
great"?and the tone of his unhelpful introduction is one of strained cuteness. Most collections of speeches
focus narrowly on particular subjects such as American or classical speeches, with few attempting, like
Safire's, to cover all times and places. In fact, The Guide to Reference Books lists only one: Brewer's ten-
volume World's Best Orations, published in 1901. Not surprisingly, there is virtually no overlap between
Brewer's 350 and Safire's 220 selections. Safire's book is not really necessary for libraries owning the first
edition, but it is a good addition for those lacking Brewer's or in need of modern speeches. With an excellent
index.?Peter A. Dollard, Alma Coll. Lib., Mich.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“This is the most valuable kind of book, the kind that benefits mind and heart.... My fellow Americans,
Safire is a gem.” (Peggy Noonan)

“A wonderful book.” (David Brinkley)

“A collection of diverse and stimulating historical and contemporary speeches that will prove a godsend to
the student and a windfall to the librarian.... Nothing less than comprehensive.” (Library Journal)

“To teach and to please, some Greek once advised, is the function of great rhetoric, and Safire has put
together [a] volume that embod[ies] those functions and their power.” (Booklist)

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Rachel Leadbetter:

The book Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History (Updated and Expanded Edition) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History (Updated and Expanded
Edition)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Lend Me
Your Ears: Great Speeches in History (Updated and Expanded Edition) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Serrano:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Lend Me Your Ears: Great
Speeches in History (Updated and Expanded Edition) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Shalon Dougherty:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go through.
Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History (Updated and Expanded Edition) can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Philip Brown:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History (Updated and Expanded
Edition) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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