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Language as a Local Practice addresses the questions of language, locality and
practice as a way of moving forward in our understanding of how language
operates as an integrated social and spatial activity.

By taking each of these three elements – language, locality and practice – and
exploring how they relate to each other, Language as a Local Practice opens up
new ways of thinking about language. It questions assumptions about languages
as systems or as countable entities, and suggests instead that language emerges
from the activities it performs. To look at language as a practice is to view
language as an activity rather than a structure, as something we do rather than a
system we draw on, as a material part of social and cultural life rather than an
abstract entity.

Language as a Local Practice draws on a variety of contexts of language use,
from bank machines to postcards, Indian newspaper articles to fish-naming in the
Philippines, urban graffiti to mission statements, suggesting that rather than
thinking in terms of language use in context, we need to consider how language,
space and place are related, how language creates the contexts where it is used,
how languages are the products of socially located activities and how they are
part of the action.

Language as a Local Practice will be of interest to students on advanced
undergraduate and post graduate courses in Applied Linguistics, Language
Education, TESOL, Literacy and Cultural Studies.
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Language as a Local Practice addresses the questions of language, locality and practice as a way of moving
forward in our understanding of how language operates as an integrated social and spatial activity.

By taking each of these three elements – language, locality and practice – and exploring how they relate to
each other, Language as a Local Practice opens up new ways of thinking about language. It questions
assumptions about languages as systems or as countable entities, and suggests instead that language emerges
from the activities it performs. To look at language as a practice is to view language as an activity rather than
a structure, as something we do rather than a system we draw on, as a material part of social and cultural life
rather than an abstract entity.

Language as a Local Practice draws on a variety of contexts of language use, from bank machines to
postcards, Indian newspaper articles to fish-naming in the Philippines, urban graffiti to mission statements,
suggesting that rather than thinking in terms of language use in context, we need to consider how language,
space and place are related, how language creates the contexts where it is used, how languages are the
products of socially located activities and how they are part of the action.

Language as a Local Practice will be of interest to students on advanced undergraduate and post graduate
courses in Applied Linguistics, Language Education, TESOL, Literacy and Cultural Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Language as a Local Practice is one of the most refreshing linguistics books to appear in a decade.
Weaving together different strands of current research, Alastair Pennycook provides new framings and
directions for the study of language." - David Barton, University of Lancaster , UK

About the Author
University of Technology, Sydney

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

With other case, little people like to read book Language as a Local Practice. You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Language as a
Local Practice. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's read.

Marilyn Perez:

This Language as a Local Practice book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Language as a Local Practice without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Language as a Local Practice can bring whenever you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Language as a Local Practice having great arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Brott:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Language as a Local
Practice as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those



guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Language as a Local Practice to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Clarence Williams:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Language as a Local Practice. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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