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It is often argued that a very special sort of consciousness went into creating
Islamic art, that Islamic art is very different from other forms of art, that Muslims
are not allowed to portray human beingsin their art, and that calligraphy isthe
supreme Islamic art form. Oliver Leaman challenges all of these ideas and argues
that they are misguided. Instead, he suggests that the criteriawe should apply to
Islamic art are identical to the criteria applicable to art in general, and that the
attempt to put Islamic art into a special category isaresult of orientalism.
Leaman criticizes the influence of Sufism on Islamic aesthetics and contends that
it is generally misleading regarding both the nature of Islam and artistic
expression. He discusses issues arising in painting, calligraphy, architecture,
gardens, literature, films, and music and pays close attention to the teachings of
the Qur'an. In particular he asks what it would mean for the Qur'an to be a
miraculous literary creation, and he analyzes two passages in the Qur'an--those of
Y usuf and Zulaykha (Joseph and Zuleika) and King Sullayman (Solomon) and
the Queen of Sheba. His arguments draw on examples from history, art,
philosophy, theology, and the artefacts of the Islamic world, and challenge
accepted paradigms for analyzing Ilamic art.
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that caligraphy isthe supreme Islamic art form. Oliver Leaman challenges all of these ideas and argues that
they are misguided. Instead, he suggests that the criteriawe should apply to Islamic art are identical to the
criteriaapplicable to art in general, and that the attempt to put Islamic art into a special category is aresult of
orientalism. Leaman criticizes the influence of Sufism on Islamic aesthetics and contendsthat it is generally
misleading regarding both the nature of Islam and artistic expression. He discusses issues arising in painting,
calligraphy, architecture, gardens, literature, films, and music and pays close attention to the teachings of the
Qur'an. In particular he asks what it would mean for the Qur'an to be a miraculous literary creation, and he
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theology, and the artefacts of the Islamic world, and challenge accepted paradigms for analyzing Islamic art.
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Editorial Review

Review
""Thisisauseful and imaginative project. ... Leaman is an accomplished and productive author and the book
will be of genuine and considerable interest.”

About the Author

OLIVER LEAMAN is professor of philosophy at the University of Kentucky.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Campbdll:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction.

Patricia Skinner:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading areserve. The book Islamic Aesthetics. An Introduction it is rather good
toread. There are alot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Rose Engle:

This Idamic Aesthetics: An Introduction is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Islamic Aesthetics: An
Introduction in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particul ar.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this publication aready



do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Rubin Bourne:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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