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This book is a study of the concept of probability asit has been used and applied
across anumber of scientific disciplines from genetics to geophysics. Probability
has a dual aspect: sometimesit isanumerical ratio; sometimes, in the Bayesian
interpretation, a degree of belief. David Howie examines probabilistic theories of
scientific knowledge, and asks how, despite being adopted by many scientists
and statisticians in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Bayesianism was
discredited as a theory of scientific inference during the 1920s and 1930s.
Through a close examination of a dispute between two British scientists, the
author argues that a choice between the two interpretations of probability is not
forced by purelogic, or the mathematics of the situation, but depends on the
experiences and aims of the individuals involved, and their views of the correct
form of scientific inquiry.
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This book is a study of the concept of probability as it has been used and applied across a number of
scientific disciplines from genetics to geophysics. Probability has a dual aspect: sometimesit isanumerical
ratio; sometimes, in the Bayesian interpretation, a degree of belief. David Howie examines probabilistic
theories of scientific knowledge, and asks how, despite being adopted by many scientists and statisticiansin
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Bayesianism was discredited as a theory of scientific inference
during the 1920s and 1930s. Through a close examination of a dispute between two British scientists, the
author argues that a choice between the two interpretations of probability is not forced by pure logic, or the
mathematics of the situation, but depends on the experiences and aims of the individuals involved, and their
views of the correct form of scientific inquiry.
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Editorial Review

Review

"..thisisatimely and valuable contribution to our knowledge o the period and its great figures. Thereisa
wealth of incidental, but always relevant and often fascinating, historical detail. Another distinctive feature
of his book isthat, thought it concerns a highly technical subject matter, his own discussion is anything but
technical in any overtly formal sense: in fact, there are hardly any formulas in the book. Y et he succeedsin
conveying, in words, the technical ideas both precisely and clearly, Its thoroughness, combined with an
assured informality and lightness of touch, make the book an enlightening and entertaining read." -Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews 02/02/2003

"A very valuable reference for researchers and genera readersin probability, statistics, and the history and
philosophy of science. Recommended." Choice

"excellent... Thisisaunique text in the current literature which incorporates many original research
contributions by Mehran Kardar and his collaborators. - Uwe C. Tauber, Mathematical Reviews Clippings

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Madeline Williams:

The book Interpreting Probability: Controversies and Developmentsin the Early Twentieth Century
(Cambridge Studiesin Probability, Induction and Decision Theory) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book Interpreting Probability: Controversies and Developments in the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge
Studies in Probability, Induction and Decision Theory)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share al of these. Book Interpreting Probability: Controversies and Developmentsin the Early
Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studies in Probability, Induction and Decision Theory) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by
open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

LewisLabdle

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Interpreting
Probability: Controversies and Developments in the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studiesin
Probability, Induction and Decision Theory) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Interpreting Probability: Controversies and Developmentsin
the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studiesin Probability, Induction and Decision Theory)is the one of
severa booksin which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired alot of peoplein the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained



their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book
will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Noel Klein:

Typically the book Interpreting Probability: Controversies and Developments in the Early Twentieth Century
(Cambridge Studiesin Probability, Induction and Decision Theory) has alot associated with on it. So when
you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Melody Herrera:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not attempting Interpreting Probability:
Controversies and Developments in the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studies in Probability,
Induction and Decision Theory) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start looking at as your good hahit, it is possible to pick Interpreting Probability:
Controversies and Developmentsin the Early Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studies in Probability,
Induction and Decision Theory) become your personal starter.
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