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In contemporary feminist theory, the problem of feminine subjectivity
persistently appears and reappears as the site that grounds all discussion of
feminism. In Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom, Linda M. G. Zerilli argues
that the persistence of this subject-centered frame severely limits feminists'
capacity to think imaginatively about the central problem of feminist theory and
practice: a politics concerned with freedom.

Offering both a discussion of feminism in its postmodern context and a critique
of contemporary theory, Zerilli here challenges feminists to move away from a
theory-based approach, which focuses on securing or contesting "women" as an
analytic category of feminism, to one rooted in political action and judgment. She
revisits the democratic problem of exclusion from participation in common
affairs and elaborates a freedom-centered feminism as the political practice of
beginning anew, world-building, and judging. 

In a series of case studies, Zerilli draws on the political thought of Hannah
Arendt to articulate a nonsovereign conception of political freedom and to
explore a variety of feminist understandings of freedom in the twentieth century,
including ones proposed by Judith Butler, Monique Wittig, and the Milan
Women's Bookstore Collective. In so doing, Zerilli hopes to retrieve what Arendt
called feminism's lost treasure: the original and radical claim to political
freedom.
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In contemporary feminist theory, the problem of feminine subjectivity persistently appears and reappears as
the site that grounds all discussion of feminism. In Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom, Linda M. G. Zerilli
argues that the persistence of this subject-centered frame severely limits feminists' capacity to think
imaginatively about the central problem of feminist theory and practice: a politics concerned with freedom.

Offering both a discussion of feminism in its postmodern context and a critique of contemporary theory,
Zerilli here challenges feminists to move away from a theory-based approach, which focuses on securing or
contesting "women" as an analytic category of feminism, to one rooted in political action and judgment. She
revisits the democratic problem of exclusion from participation in common affairs and elaborates a freedom-
centered feminism as the political practice of beginning anew, world-building, and judging. 

In a series of case studies, Zerilli draws on the political thought of Hannah Arendt to articulate a
nonsovereign conception of political freedom and to explore a variety of feminist understandings of freedom
in the twentieth century, including ones proposed by Judith Butler, Monique Wittig, and the Milan Women's
Bookstore Collective. In so doing, Zerilli hopes to retrieve what Arendt called feminism's lost treasure: the
original and radical claim to political freedom.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an exciting and exhilarating book, clearly destined to have a lasting influence in feminist theory.
Here, Zerilli makes a serious effort to go beyond the terrain of identity politics and its critics. The emphasis
is put, on the contrary, on political judgment as the basis for forming political communities and on practices
of freedom." - Ernesto Laclau, University of Essex"

From the Inside Flap

In contemporary feminist theory, the betterment of society and the problem of feminine subjectivity
persistently appear and reappear as the site that grounds all discussion on feminism. In Feminism and the
Abyss of Freedom, Linda M. G. Zerilli argues that the persistence of this social- and subject-centered frame
severely limits feminists’ capacity to think imaginatively about the central problem of feminist theory and
practice: a politics concerned with freedom.
Offering both a discussion of feminism in its postmodern context and a critique of contemporary theory,
Zerilli here challenges feminists to move away from a theory-based approach, which focuses on securing or
contesting “women” as an analytic category of feminism, to one rooted in political action and judgment. She
revisits the democratic problem of exclusion from participation in common affairs, and elaborates a
freedom-centered feminism as the political practice of beginning anew, world-building, and judging.
In a series of deeply textured readings, Zerilli draws on the political thought of Hannah Arendt to articulate a
nonsovereign conception of political freedom and to explore a variety of feminist understandings of freedom
in the twentieth century, including ones proposed by Judith Butler, Monique Wittig, and the Milan Women’s
Bookstore Collective. In so doing, Zerilli hopes to retrieve what Arendt called feminism’s lost treasure: the
original and radical claim to political freedom.
 

From the Back Cover
"This is an exciting and exhilarating book, clearly destined to have a lasting influence in feminist theory.
Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom tries to move the feminist debate from the two approaches which have
dominated feminism from its inception: the subordination of politics to the social question and the centraility
of the question of subjectivity. Here, Zerilli makes a serious effort to go beyond the terrain of identity
politics and its critics. The emphasis is put, on the contrary, on political judgment as the basis for forming
political communities and on practices of freedom." --Ernesto Laclau, University of Essex

"With a courage and conviction befitting its subject-matter, Linda M. G. Zerilli's fresh, agile, and
illuminating book urges contemporary feminists to break the bonds of subject-centered theorizing and begin
anew, by imagining possibilities in the practices and politics of freedom. Working through the inspiration of
Hannah Arendt, and powered by an ingenious array of contemporary thinkers, she creatively interprets
sexual difference as a political practice, and theorizes feminism as a freedom-centered politics animated by
action, speech, individuality, plurality, and political judgment. The aftereffects of this book are sure to be
profound and long-lasting, for feminism and contemporary political theory alike." --Mary Dietz, University
of Minnesota

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Anne Larsen:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom had
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom. You
never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Billie Brown:

The particular book Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom will bring that you the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

William Sanchez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Sandra Brown:

This Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Feminism and the Abyss of Freedom can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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