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In his journal, Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck called East of Eden "the first
book," and indeed it has the primordial power and simplicity of myth. Set in the
rich farmland of California's Salinas Valley, this sprawling and often brutal novel
follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks and the
Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact the fall of Adam and Eve and
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Editorial Review

Review
"A novel planned on the grandest possible scale...One of those occasions when a writer has aimed high and
then summoned every ounce of energy, talent, seriousness, and passion of which he was capable...It is an
entirely interesting and impressive book."
—The New York Herald Tribune
 

"A fantasia and myth...a strange and original work of art."
—The New York Times Book Review
 

"A moving, crying pageant with wilderness strengths."
—Carl Sandburg

"When the book club ended a year ago, I said I would bring it back when I found the book that was
moving…and this is a great one. I read it for myself for the first time and then I had some friends read it.
And we think it might be the best novel we've ever read!"
—Oprah Winfrey

About the Author
John Steinbeck (1902–1968) was born in Salinas, California. He worked as a laborer and a journalist, and in
1935, when he published Tortilla Flat, he achieved popular success and financial security. Steinbeck wrote
more than twenty-five novels and won the Nobel Prize in 1962.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter 1

[1]

THE SALINAS VALLEY is in Northern California. It is a long narrow swale between two ranges of
mountains, and the Salinas River winds and twists up the center until it falls at last into Monterey Bay.

I remember my childhood names for grasses and secret flowers. I remember where a toad may live and what
time the birds awaken in the summer—and what trees and seasons smelled like—how people looked and
walked and smelled even. The memory of odors is very rich.

I remember that the Gabilan Mountains to the east of the valley were light gay mountains full of sun and
loveliness and a kind of invitation, so that you wanted to climb into their warm foothills almost as you want
to climb into the lap of a beloved mother. They were beckoning mountains with a brown grass love. The
Santa Lucias stood up against the sky to the west and kept the valley from the open sea, and they were dark
and brooding—unfriendly and dangerous. I always found in myself a dread of west and a love of east. Where
I ever got such an idea I cannot say, unless it could be that the morning came over the peaks of the Gabilans
and the night drifted back from the ridges of the Santa Lucias. It may be that the birth and death of the day
had some part in my feeling about the two ranges of mountains.



From both sides of the valley little streams slipped out of the hill canyons and fell into the bed of the Salinas
River. In the winter of wet years the streams ran full-freshet, and they swelled the river until sometimes it
raged and boiled, bank full, and then it was a destroyer. The river tore the edges of the farm lands and
washed whole acres down; it toppled barns and houses into itself, to go floating and bobbing away. It trapped
cows and pigs and sheep and drowned them in its muddy brown water and carried them to the sea. Then
when the late spring came, the river drew in from its edges and the sand banks appeared. And in the summer
the river didn’t run at all above ground. Some pools would be left in the deep swirl places under a high bank.
The tules and grasses grew back, and willows straightened up with the flood debris in their upper branches.
The Salinas was only a part-time river. The summer sun drove it underground. It was not a fine river at all,
but it was the only one we had and so we boasted about it—how dangerous it was in a wet winter and how
dry it was in a dry summer. You can boast about anything if it’s all you have. Maybe the less you have, the
more you are required to boast.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book East of Eden. All type of book can you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Richard Reardon:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that East of Eden to read.

Gilbert Kimmel:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The East of
Eden provide you with a new experience in examining a book.



Micheal Goggin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of East of Eden can give you a lot of friends because
by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? Let me have East of Eden.
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