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Early Modernism is a uniquely integrated introduction to the great avant-garde
movements in European literature, music, and painting at the beginning of this
century, from the advent of Fauvism to the development of Dada.

In contrast to the overly literary focus of previous studies of modernism, this
book highlights the interaction between the arts in this period. It traces the
fundamental and interlinked re-examination of the languages of the arts brought
about by Matisse, Picasso, Schoenberg, Eliot, Apollinaire, Marinetti, Ben, and
many others, which led to radically new techniques, such as atonality, cubism,
and collage. These changes are set in the context both of the art that preceded
them and of a new and profound shift in ideas. Theories of the unconscious, the
association of ideas, primitivism, and reliance upon an expressionist intuition led
to a reshaped conception of personal identity, and Butler examines the
representation of the modernist self in the work of figures including Mann, Joyce,
Conrad, and Stravinsky.

Accessible and wide-ranging, the book is lavishly illustrated with over sixty
illustrations, many in color. It provides an elegant and incisive guide to a
momentous period in the history of European art.
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literature, music, and painting at the beginning of this century, from the advent of Fauvism to the
development of Dada.

In contrast to the overly literary focus of previous studies of modernism, this book highlights the interaction
between the arts in this period. It traces the fundamental and interlinked re-examination of the languages of
the arts brought about by Matisse, Picasso, Schoenberg, Eliot, Apollinaire, Marinetti, Ben, and many others,
which led to radically new techniques, such as atonality, cubism, and collage. These changes are set in the
context both of the art that preceded them and of a new and profound shift in ideas. Theories of the
unconscious, the association of ideas, primitivism, and reliance upon an expressionist intuition led to a
reshaped conception of personal identity, and Butler examines the representation of the modernist self in the
work of figures including Mann, Joyce, Conrad, and Stravinsky.

Accessible and wide-ranging, the book is lavishly illustrated with over sixty illustrations, many in color. It
provides an elegant and incisive guide to a momentous period in the history of European art.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A refreshingly generous and generally sensitive account of the early influences on, and the development of,
the Modernist movement.... Deserves a wide and attentive readership."--Times Higher Education Supplement

"[Butler's] book is valuable and generous, seeing philosophy as an underpinning or a guide, rather than a
goal."--Review of English Studies

"It is an excellent guide for both staff and students engaged in 'Modernism' courses--and a useful corrective
for those who think they understand what artistic modernism was from books on
'Postmodernism'....Generously illustrated--especially so if the paperback price...is borne in mind: no
university library should be without it....It is a measure of Christopher Butler's critical balance that he gives
Lewis the painter...an important place in the British contribution to European modernism. Anyone interested
in either modernism or the postmodern should read it."--Wyndham Lewis Annual

About the Author

Christopher Butler is Tutor in English Literature and Curator of Pictures at Christ Church, Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Lindberg:

The book Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and Painting in Europe, 1900-1916 make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and Painting in Europe, 1900-1916 to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Early Modernism: Literature,
Music, and Painting in Europe, 1900-1916. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Lisa Langlais:

This Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and Painting in Europe, 1900-1916 book is not really ordinary



book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and
Painting in Europe, 1900-1916 without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and Painting in
Europe, 1900-1916 can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Early Modernism: Literature,
Music, and Painting in Europe, 1900-1916 having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Emma Peterson:

This book untitled Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and Painting in Europe, 1900-1916 to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Lynne Young:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Early Modernism: Literature, Music, and Painting in
Europe, 1900-1916. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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