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From one of Europe’s most celebrated young comics artists, a deeply personal
story that will resonate with all of us who have chosen to love in the face of great
challenges

One summer night at a house party, Fred met Cati. Though they barely spoke, he
vividly remembered her gracefulness and abandon. They meet again years later,
and this time their connection is instantaneous. But when things become serious,
a nervous Cati tells him that she and her three-year-old son are both HIV
positive. With great beauty and economy, Peeters traces the development of their
intimacy and their revelatory relationship with a doctor whose affection and
frankness allow them to fully realize their passionate connection. Then Cati’s son
gets sick, bringing Fred face to face with death. It forces him to question the
meaning of life, illness, and love — until a Socratic dialogue with a mammoth
helps him recognize that living with illness is also a gift; it has freed him to savor
his life with Cati.

Like the best graphic memoirs, Blue Pills puts a daunting subject into artistic and
human terms in a way that is refreshingly honest and profoundly accessible. A
brave and unsentimental romance, Blue Pills will resonate with anyone whose
love has faced great obstacles and triumphed.
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From one of Europe’s most celebrated young comics artists, a deeply personal story that will resonate with
all of us who have chosen to love in the face of great challenges

One summer night at a house party, Fred met Cati. Though they barely spoke, he vividly remembered her
gracefulness and abandon. They meet again years later, and this time their connection is instantaneous. But
when things become serious, a nervous Cati tells him that she and her three-year-old son are both HIV
positive. With great beauty and economy, Peeters traces the development of their intimacy and their
revelatory relationship with a doctor whose affection and frankness allow them to fully realize their
passionate connection. Then Cati’s son gets sick, bringing Fred face to face with death. It forces him to
question the meaning of life, illness, and love — until a Socratic dialogue with a mammoth helps him
recognize that living with illness is also a gift; it has freed him to savor his life with Cati.

Like the best graphic memoirs, Blue Pills puts a daunting subject into artistic and human terms in a way that
is refreshingly honest and profoundly accessible. A brave and unsentimental romance, Blue Pills will
resonate with anyone whose love has faced great obstacles and triumphed.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Originally published in Switzerland, Peeters's comics memoir of his romance with an HIV-positive woman
named Cati (whose young son is also seropositive) is a new and sweeter kind of AIDS narrative-set in the era
when HIV has become a chronic condition rather than a death sentence. There's not much of a plot here (the
unnamed boy gets sick, then better; Peeters and Cati panic after a condom breaks, and are reassured by their
doctor), but the book is much more about Peeters's fluid, slashing, unfailingly evocative ink brushwork
documenting the psychological changes he's gone through. Sure-handedly caricatured facial expressions and
body language tell a lot of the story, and almost every page is punctuated with a silent panel or two that
suggests the way Peeters's newly expanded awareness of his mortality has made him more aware of the
world he lives in, too. The final chapters feature an ingenious visual metaphor: after a doctor tells Peeters
that he has "as much chance of catching AIDS as you have of running into a white rhinoceros on your way
out," he imagines himself stalked everywhere by the rhino. It's a small gem of a book, whose only real flaw
is an ungainly English translation, larded with unfiltered Gallicisms.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"[Frederik Peeters'] elliptical, atmospheric storytelling style creates waves of surprising emotion." --Alison
Bechdel, author of Fun Home

"Passionate and celebratory . . . Profound questions are embraced in delicate details and quiet moments of
pleasure." --Craig Thompson, author of Blankets

"If you need to be reminded that people can still love both intelligently and passionately, Blue Pills is for
you." --Alexander Chee, author of Edinburgh

"Compelling . . . riveting . . . the drawings of Peeters . . . elevate the book to another level . . . a memoir that
ranks with the best." Kirkus Reviews, Starred

"In the unvarnished humanity of the story lies the book's strength and attraction. Excellent." Booklist, ALA

About the Author

Frederik Peeters, born in 1974, is an established comics artist. Acquired and translated by the same editor
who brought Persepolis to the United States, Blue Pills is Peeters’s first book to be translated into English.
Frederik Peeters currently lives with his girlfriend, her son, and their young daughter in Geneva.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rebecca Morales:

The event that you get from Blue Pills: A Positive Love Story could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Blue Pills: A Positive Love Story giving you excitement feeling of reading. The



copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Blue Pills: A Positive Love Story
instantly.

Ruth Cook:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Blue Pills:
A Positive Love Story, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Ross Fletcher:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Blue Pills: A Positive Love Story can be good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Larry Mason:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Blue Pills: A Positive Love Story when you needed it?
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