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Seminar paper from the year 1998 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 2, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (FB05 Englisches Seminar),
course: The City in American Literature and Culture, language: English, abstract:
This paper will be concerned with the possible ways of construction of identity or
the loss of identity - particularly the African American identity - in the modern
metropolisasit is described in August Wilson's play Ma Rainey's Black Bottom.
Which ways to construct a proper identity present themselvesto the charactersin
the play and what will happen when they fail to acknowledge and accept these
ways? In thisregard, | will examine the relevance of music, society, and
Christian religion. Chapter Two will show that it is essential for the
understanding of the alienation of the individual, in this case specifically the
dienation of the African American musician, to take into consideration the
differences between rural South and urban North and the different kinds of music
connected to them. From the contrast of South and North, i.e. rural and urban
springs the conflict between the old, down-home blues and the new, urban blues,
which will later become swing or jazz respectively. The chapter will further
address the question which impact this conflict will have on the life scripts of the
individual characters. Moreover, the connection between the musician, his
instrument, and the music will be examined and explained. Chapter Three will
explore the various facets of alienation and their respective sourcesin more
detail. Moreover, it will identify and further illuminate possible ways of forming
identity and which processes endanger and impede the formation of identity.
Therefore, it isfirst necessary to diagnose how Wilson and his characters' actions
describe the urban environment. Do these actions benefit or harm the formation
of identity or do they promote alienation? Can music, religion, or ancestral
awareness help the city-dwel
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cynthia Medina:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book African American Identity in the City in August
Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important the book African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma
Rainey's Black Bottom. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About ssimple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open abook or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary
to go to thelibrary. Let's go through.

Samuel Tapp:

The book African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a
book African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom? A number of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share al of these. Book African American Identity in the City in August
Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Barbara Mobley:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this African American Identity in the City
in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom as good
book not merely by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Bruce Hardin:

The book untitled African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom
contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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