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Agnes and Honey have always been best friends, but they haven't always been so
different. Agnesloves being a Believer. She knows the rules at the Mount
Blessing religious commune are there to make her a better person. Honey hates
Mount Blessing and the control Emmanuel, their leader, has over her life. The
only bright spot is the butterfly garden she's helping to build, and the journal of
butterflies that she keeps. When Agnes's grandmother makes an unexpected visit
to the commune, she discovers aviolent secret that the Believers are desperate to
keep quiet. And when Agness little brother is seriously injured and Emmanuel
refuses to send him to a hospital, Nana Pete takes the three children and escapes
the commune. Their journey begins an exploration of faith, friendship, religion
and family for the two girls, as Agnes clings to her familiar faith while Honey
desperately wants a new future.
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Agnes and Honey have always been best friends, but they haven't aways been so different. Agnesloves
being a Believer. She knows the rules at the Mount Blessing religious commune are there to make her a
better person. Honey hates Mount Blessing and the control Emmanuel, their leader, has over her life. The
only bright spot is the butterfly garden she's helping to build, and the journal of butterflies that she keeps.
When Agnes's grandmother makes an unexpected visit to the commune, she discovers a violent secret that
the Believers are desperate to keep quiet. And when Agnesss little brother is seriously injured and Emmanuel
refuses to send him to a hospital, Nana Pete takes the three children and escapes the commune. Their journey
begins an exploration of faith, friendship, religion and family for the two girls, as Agnes clingsto her
familiar faith while Honey desperately wants a new future.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-9—Honey and Agnes are 14-year-old best friends growing up in the Mount Blessing religious
commune near Fairfield, CT, but are polar oppositesin their adherence to the "Four Big Rules’ that govern
daily life. Honey, abandoned at the commune as a newborn, is a perpetual rebel, having most recently been
sent to the Regulation Room for kissing aboy. There, the group's founder/leader, the charismatic Emmanuel,
metes out punishments. Agnesis a self-described "saint wannabe." She starves herself, deeps on stones, and
wears a cord tightly belted under her robe as reminders of the suffering endured by the saints. The girls share
alove for Nana Pete, Agnes's father's mother, and live for her annual summer visits. When Nana discovers
the physical and emotional abuse imposed on the children, she resolves to spirit them away. Honey isa
willing runaway, but Agnesis reluctant. The kids' new reality includes "firsts' such as visitsto McDonad's
and Wal-Mart. Their route endsin Georgia, at the home of Agnes's estranged aunt. In the realistic and
emotionally charged climax, family ties are revealed and, thanks to Honey's forethought and Agnes's new
understanding that the truth can set you free, the cult is soon busted, police lights flashing. If both girls
occasionally seem wise beyond their years, readers will nevertheless cheer them on as they ponder the limits
of faith and duty.—Joel Shoemaker, Southeast Junior High School, lowa City, 1A

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Agnes and Honey have grown up together in the Mount Blessing religious community led by charismatic
Emmanuel. But where Agnesis devoted, even emulating those she reads about in The Way of the Saints by
mortifying her body, Honey is desperate for away out. That comes in the form of Agnes Nana Pete, who
learns about the physical discipline that goes on in the Regulation Room. When Agnes' little brother, Benny,
has a serious accident, which Emmanuel triesto heal with amiracle, Nana Pete whisks the three children
away. The story, both past and present, unfoldsin alternating chapters told by Agnes and Honey. Galante,
who grew up in areligious commune, captures Agnes’ loyalty and unease, and Honey’ s ability to see beyond
her surroundings is adequately explained (she's living with someone who has snuck atiny TV into the
compound), though the question of her origins seems contrived. Still, readers will be fascinated by a glimpse
into a lifestyle not often seen. Grades 6-10. --1lene Cooper

About the Author

Cecilia Galante grew up in areligious commune in upstate New Y ork until the age of 15. Sheiscurrently a
high school English teacher, and lives with her husband and three children in Kingston, PA.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carlos White:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Patron Saint of Butterflies. All
type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Edward Suniga:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This The Patron Saint of Butterfliesis our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
thisera,

Amy Quist:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Patron Saint of Butterflies
issimple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Rosa Milliken:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Patron Saint of Butterflies was colorful and
of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book The Patron Saint of Butterflies has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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