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Crusading fervour gripped Europe for over 200 years, creating one of the most
extraordinary, vivid episodesin world history. Whether the Crusades are
regarded as the most romantic of Christian expeditions, or the last of the
barbarian invasions, they have fascinated generations ever since, and their legacy
of ideas and imagery has resonated through the centuries, inspiring Hollywood
movies and great works of literature. Even today, to invoke the Crusadesis to
stir deep cultural myths, assumptions and prejudices.

Y et despite their powerful hold on our imaginations, our knowledge of them
remains obscured an distorted by time. Were the Crusaders motivated by spiritual
rewards, or by greed? Were the Crusades an experiment in European colonialism,
or amanifestation of religious love? How were they organized and founded?

With customary flair and originality, Christopher Tyerman picks his way through
the many debates to present a clear and lively discussion of the Crusades;
bringing together issues of colonialism, cultural exchange, economic
exploitation, and the relationship between past and present.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titlesin ailmost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Crusading fervour gripped Europe for over 200 years, creating one of the most extraordinary, vivid episodes
in world history. Whether the Crusades are regarded as the most romantic of Christian expeditions, or the last
of the barbarian invasions, they have fascinated generations ever since, and their legacy of ideas and imagery
has resonated through the centuries, inspiring Hollywood movies and great works of literature. Even today,
to invoke the Crusadesis to

stir deep cultural myths, assumptions and prejudices.

Y et despite their powerful hold on our imaginations, our knowledge of them remains obscured an distorted
by time. Were the Crusaders motivated by spiritual rewards, or by greed? Were the Crusades an experiment
in European colonialism, or a manifestation of religious love? How were they organized and founded?

With customary flair and originality, Christopher Tyerman picks his way through the many debates to
present aclear and lively discussion of the Crusades; bringing together issues of colonialism, cultura
exchange, economic exploitation, and the relationship between past and present.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Alan Dougherty:

The book The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) make you feel enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.

Y ou may know everything if you like open and read areserve The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Conrad Degregorio:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend when you
really feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book The Crusades. A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Y ou never fedl lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Patricia Bush:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone isyou don't know what type you should start with. This The Crusades: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jose Garcia:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your



knowledge, because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Crusades. A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will give you
new experience in reading through a book.
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