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Acting as an inspiration to the people of China and East Asia, "The Analects"
affirms a humanistic ethic. This translation of the work aims to break down the
stereotypical Confucius, showing him to have been a man of passion, enthusiasm
and action, whose vocation was politics, and who saw his world sink into violent
barbarity. Unable to secure the political role he sought, he engaged his crumbling
culture in ethical debate, exercising his moral duty to reform society and restore
its former glory. In this translation of the work, Confucius seems to be addressing
the problems of our own age.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Simon Leys is the pseudonym of Pierre Ryckmans (Chinese studies, Univ. of Sydney), who tells us in the
foreword that he uses a literary pen name because his intention here was to produce a "writer's translation."
In fact, this well-crafted translation of Confucius departs only in subtle ways from other distinguished
translations to which Leys gives due credit, such as that by Arthur Waley (1938) and D.C. Lau (1979). When
his reading is in any way unusual or when he has added to the text, he discloses his rationale fully in the
notes. Leys draws parallels between Confucius and thinkers more familiar to Westerners, from Heraclitus to
Emerson. He also allows himself to editorialize when a passage strikes a certain chord in him, bringing a
fresh, contemporary reading to what might otherwise be an obscure Chinese concept. Scholars of Chinese
may quibble over some of the nuances of translation, but it is the opinions set forth in Leys's notes that will
spark lively debate. Recommended for academic collections and other collections in need of a good
translation of this classic work.?Mark Woodhouse, Elmira Coll. Lib., N.Y.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Nearly all of us think we know Confucius (551^-479 B.C.). He is the archetypal Chinese sage, spouting
cryptic one-liners, and, to the slightly more knowledgeable, the inventor of ancestor worship and the
groveling before authority that supposedly hobbled progress in China. With his new translation of the only
Confucian text, Leys seeks to restore Confucius' reputation by presenting him as an apt teacher for today.
Confucius' China was racked by political dissolution and violence, and he prescribed ritualized politeness as
a means of bolstering order. But he did not countenance injustice, venality, and the other vices of authority;
and he thought that being a gentleman--the most important and desirable status in his political prescription--
was something an ethical man from any social class could attain, provided he mastered the kind of education
the West has called liberal. To Western societies that many find lacking in civility, order, and virtue,
Confucius does indeed speak, and in this version with maximum clarity, thanks to the crystalline introduction
and notes as much as to the translation. Ray Olson

Review
"This fresh rendering of the Analects may come to be accepted as [Waley's] richest gift: fresh in time and in
treatment." —The Listener

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Analects of Confucius. Try to make the book The Analects of
Confucius as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Bernard Lewis:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Analects of Confucius is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Kevin Adams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Analects of Confucius can be great book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Keith Reese:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve The Analects of Confucius was filled concerning science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve.
In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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