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When did English become American? What distinctive qualities made it
American? What role have America's democratizing impulses, and its vibrantly
heterogeneous speakers, played in shaping our language and separating it from
the mother tongue?

A wide-ranging account of American English, Richard Bailey's Speaking
American investigates the history and continuing evolution of our language from
the sixteenth century to the present. The book is organized in half-century
segments around influential centers: Chesapeake Bay (1600-1650), Boston
(1650-1700), Charleston (1700-1750), Philadel phia (1750-1800), New Orleans
(1800-1850), New Y ork (1850-1900), Chicago (1900-1950), L os Angeles (1950-
2000), and Cyberspace (2000-present). Each of these places has added new
words, new inflections, new ways of speaking to the elusive, boisterous, ever-
changing linguistic experiment that is American English. Freed from British
constraints of unity and propriety, swept up in rapid social change, restless
movement, and athirst for innovation, Americans have always been eager to
invent new words, from earthy frontier expressions like " catawampously"
(vigorously) and "bung-nipper" (pickpocket), to West African words introduced
by dlaves such as "goober" (peanut) and "gumbao" (okra), to urban slang such as
"tagging" (spraying graffiti) and "crew" (gang). Throughout, Bailey focuses on
how people speak and how speakers change the language. The book isfilled with
transcripts of arresting voices, precisely situated in time and space: two justices
of the peace sitting in a pumpkin patch trying an Indian for theft; a crowd of
Africans lounging on the waterfront in Philadel phia discussing the newly
independent nation in their home languages; a Chicago gangster complaining that
his pocket had been picked; Valley Girls chattering; Crips and Bloods
negotiating their gang identitiesin LA; and more.

Foeaking American explores--and cel ebrates--the endless variety and remarkable
inventiveness that have always been at the heart of American English.
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When did English become American? What distinctive qualities made it American? What role have
Americas democratizing impulses, and its vibrantly heterogeneous speakers, played in shaping our language
and separating it from the mother tongue?

A wide-ranging account of American English, Richard Bailey's Speaking American investigates the history
and continuing evolution of our language from the sixteenth century to the present. The book is organized in
half-century segments around influential centers: Chesapeake Bay (1600-1650), Boston (1650-1700),
Charleston (1700-1750), Philadel phia (1750-1800), New Orleans (1800-1850), New Y ork (1850-1900),
Chicago (1900-1950), L os Angeles (1950-2000), and Cyberspace (2000-present). Each of these places has
added new words, new inflections, new ways of speaking to the elusive, boisterous, ever-changing linguistic
experiment that is American English. Freed from British constraints of unity and propriety, swept up in rapid
social change, restless movement, and athirst for innovation, Americans have always been eager to invent
new words, from earthy frontier expressions like "catawampously" (vigorously) and "bung-nipper"
(pickpocket), to West African words introduced by slaves such as "goober" (peanut) and "gumbo™ (okra), to
urban slang such as "tagging” (spraying graffiti) and "crew" (gang). Throughout, Bailey focuses on how
people speak and how speakers change the language. The book is filled with transcripts of arresting voices,
precisely situated in time and space: two justices of the peace sitting in a pumpkin patch trying an Indian for
theft; a crowd of Africanslounging on the waterfront in Philadel phia discussing the newly independent
nation in their home languages; a Chicago gangster complaining that his pocket had been picked; Valey
Girls chattering; Crips and Bloods negotiating their gang identitiesin LA; and more.

Speaking American explores--and celebrates--the endless variety and remarkabl e inventiveness that have
always been at the heart of American English.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Places fresh daggers in the heart of the idea that language can somehow be perfected and standardized and
celebrates the ability of English to change, adapt, adopt, steal and transform. - Kirkus Reviews

"Beautifully researched and engagingly written, Speaking American breaks new ground in showing, city by
city, the complex human forces that have given American English itsindividual character and vitality. It will
become required reading for anyone interested in the history of English.” --David Crystal, author of The
Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language and The Stories of English

"Speaking American is a brilliant kal eidoscopic picture of American English, showing deftly and
authoritatively that Americans have always invented and re-invented our language as we please (and in every
American place, from seato shining sea)." --Erin McKean, Founder, Wordnik.com

"The story of American English isone of eternal rises and falls in reputation, and Bailey, the author of
several books on English, traces our assorted ways of speaking across the country, concentrating on a 50-
year period, starting in Chesapeake Bay and ending in Los Angeles.” -- The New Y ork Times Book Review

"Places fresh daggers in the heart of the idea that language can somehow be perfected and standardized and
celebrates the ability of English to change, adapt, adopt, steal and transform. - Kirkus Reviews

"Fascinating...Grounding this historical journey in specific cities allows Bailey to infuse his narrative of
American English with local color." --Ben Zimmer, The Boston Globe

"Bailey's tour of the tongue includes enough colorful language-related anecdotes and enough cultural and
historical meat to reward the patient general reader." --Chris Tucker, The Dallas Morning News

"Speaking American is a brilliant kal eidoscopic picture of American English, showing deftly and
authoritatively that Americans have always invented and re-invented our language as we please (and in every
American place, from seato shining sea)." --Erin McKean, Founder, Wordnik.com

"Beautifully researched and engagingly written, Speaking American breaks new ground in showing, city by
city, the complex human forces that have given American English itsindividual character and vitality. It will
become required reading for anyone interested in the history of English." --David Crystal, author of The



Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language and The Stories of English

"Speaking American isarich look at the mind-blowingly diverse forces that have twisted and tweaked
English on these shores." --Mark Peters, Visua Thesaurus

"Bailey successfully provides a history of American English through the eight cities described, and anyone
with an interest in language, history, and/or American society will be able to read and enjoy the book." --
LINGUIST

"The story of American English isone of eternal rises and falls in reputation, and Bailey, the author of
several books on English, traces our assorted ways of speaking across the country, concentrating on a 50-
year period, starting in Chesapeake Bay and ending in Los Angeles." -- The New York Times Book Review

"Places fresh daggers in the heart of the idea that language can somehow be perfected and standardized and
celebrates the ability of English to change, adapt, adopt, steal and transform. - Kirkus Reviews

"Fascinating...Grounding this historical journey in specific cities allows Bailey to infuse his narrative of
American English with local color.” --Ben Zimmer, The Boston Globe

"Bailey's tour of the tongue includes enough colorful language-related anecdotes and enough cultural and
historical meat to reward the patient general reader.” --Chris Tucker, The Dallas Morning News

"Speaking American is a brilliant kaleidoscopic picture of American English, showing deftly and
authoritatively that Americans have always invented and re-invented our language as we please (and in every
American place, from seato shining sea)." --Erin McKean, Founder, Wordnik.com

"Beautifully researched and engagingly written, Speaking American breaks new ground in showing, city by
city, the complex human forces that have given American English itsindividual character and vitality. It will
become required reading for anyone interested in the history of English." --David Crystal, author of The
Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language and The Sories of English

"Speaking American isarich look at the mind-blowingly diverse forces that have twisted and tweaked
English on these shores." --Mark Peters, Visual Thesaurus



"Bailey successfully provides a history of American English through the eight cities described, and anyone
with an interest in language, history, and/or American society will be able to read and enjoy the book."
--LINGUIST

About the Author

Richard W. Bailey was the author of Images of English: A Cultural History of the Language, Nineteenth-
Century English, and Rogue Scholar: The Snister Life and Celebrated Death of Edward H. Rulloff. Bailey
served in the course of his career as the President of the American Dialect Society and of the Dictionary
Society of North America, and the associate editor for The Oxford Companion to the English Language. A
long-time faculty member at the University of Michigan, he retired as Fred Newton Scott Collegiate
Professor of English.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Roberts:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Speaking
American: A History of English in the United States suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Speaking American: A History of English in the United Statesis the
one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book wasinspired alot of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the ssmple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this guide. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Floy Knowles:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Speaking American: A
History of English in the United States that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you could pick Speaking American: A History of English in the United States become
your own personal starter.

Richard Vedder:

The book untitled Speaking American: A History of English in the United States contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author



brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a
nice read.

Josephine Weeks:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Speaking American: A History of English in the United States when you essential it?
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