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Being part of a violent community in revolt can be addictive--it can be fun. This
book offers a fascinating inside look at present-day political violence in Pakistan
through a historical ethnography of the Muhajir Qaumi Movement (MQM), one
of the most remarkable and successful religious nationalist movements in
postcolonial South Asia. The MQM has mobilized much of the "migrant"
(Muhajir) population in Karachi and other urban centers in southern Pakistan and
has fomented large-scale ethnic-religious violence. Oskar Verkaaik argues that
urban youth see it as an irresistible opportunity for "fun." Drawing on both
anthropological fieldwork, including participatory observation among political
militants, and historical analyses of state formation, nation-building, and the
ethnicization of Islam since 1947, he provides an absorbing and important
contribution to theoretical debates about political--religious and nationalist--
violence.

Migrants and Militants brings together two perspectives on political violence.
Recent studies on ethnic cleansing, genocide, terrorism, and religious violence
have emphasized processes of identification and purification. Verkaaik combines
these insights with a focus on urban youth culture, in which masculinity,
physicality, and the performance of violence are key values. He shows that only
through fun and absurdity can a nascent movement transgress the dominant
discourse to come of its own. Using these observations, he considers violence as
a ludic practice, violence as "martyrdom" and sacrifice, and violence as
"terrorism" and resistance.
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Being part of a violent community in revolt can be addictive--it can be fun. This book offers a fascinating
inside look at present-day political violence in Pakistan through a historical ethnography of the Muhajir
Qaumi Movement (MQM), one of the most remarkable and successful religious nationalist movements in
postcolonial South Asia. The MQM has mobilized much of the "migrant" (Muhajir) population in Karachi
and other urban centers in southern Pakistan and has fomented large-scale ethnic-religious violence. Oskar
Verkaaik argues that urban youth see it as an irresistible opportunity for "fun." Drawing on both
anthropological fieldwork, including participatory observation among political militants, and historical
analyses of state formation, nation-building, and the ethnicization of Islam since 1947, he provides an
absorbing and important contribution to theoretical debates about political--religious and nationalist--
violence.

Migrants and Militants brings together two perspectives on political violence. Recent studies on ethnic
cleansing, genocide, terrorism, and religious violence have emphasized processes of identification and
purification. Verkaaik combines these insights with a focus on urban youth culture, in which masculinity,
physicality, and the performance of violence are key values. He shows that only through fun and absurdity
can a nascent movement transgress the dominant discourse to come of its own. Using these observations, he
considers violence as a ludic practice, violence as "martyrdom" and sacrifice, and violence as "terrorism" and
resistance.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2004

From the Inside Flap
"This book is among those important studies that throw light on the internal complexity of Islamic nations,
not least--as is here the case--those where most Muslims live: outside of the Middle East. Not only is it
informative, but Verkaaik writes clearly and with an understated wry sense of humor that makes for easy and
absorbing reading."--Gananath Obeyesekere, Professor Emeritus, Princeton University

"An ambitious project, successfully realized. Representing a major contribution to our understanding of
Pakistani society and of Islamic forms of life in that society, this book has an all too immediate significance
in the current political context. We urgently need work of this level of sophistication."--Michael Gilsenan,
New York University, author of Lords of the Lebanese Marches

From the Back Cover

"This book is among those important studies that throw light on the internal complexity of Islamic nations,
not least--as is here the case--those where most Muslims live: outside of the Middle East. Not only is it
informative, but Verkaaik writes clearly and with an understated wry sense of humor that makes for easy and
absorbing reading."--Gananath Obeyesekere, Professor Emeritus, Princeton University

"An ambitious project, successfully realized. Representing a major contribution to our understanding of
Pakistani society and of Islamic forms of life in that society, this book has an all too immediate significance
in the current political context. We urgently need work of this level of sophistication."--Michael Gilsenan,
New York University, author of Lords of the Lebanese Marches

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Migrants and Militants: "Fun" and Urban Violence in Pakistan
(Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics).

Johnny Powers:

The book Migrants and Militants: "Fun" and Urban Violence in Pakistan (Princeton Studies in Muslim



Politics) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a very important thing like a book Migrants and Militants: "Fun" and Urban Violence in
Pakistan (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book Migrants and Militants: "Fun" and Urban Violence in Pakistan (Princeton
Studies in Muslim Politics) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Andrew Murphy:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve
your knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Migrants and Militants: "Fun" and Urban Violence in Pakistan (Princeton Studies
in Muslim Politics) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Deanna Marcantel:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Migrants and Militants: "Fun" and Urban
Violence in Pakistan (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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