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Rabert J. Houle examines the history of faith among colonial Zulu Christians
(known as amaK holwa,) in what would become South Africa, arguing that
Africans successfully naturalized Christianity. Houle believes that before the
religion could take hold, several aspects of Christianity needed to be "trandated"
tofill critical gaps between existing African beliefs and Christian tradition. This
dual identity was difficult to reconcile through much of Zulu Christian history,
but ultimately transformed both the Zulu Christians and their adopted faith.
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that before the religion could take hold, several aspects of Christianity needed to be "trandated” to fill
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reconcile through much of Zulu Christian history, but ultimately transformed both the Zulu Christians and
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Editorial Review

Review

Historian Houle (Fairleigh Dickinson Univ.) explores the process by which Zulu congregants of the
American Zulu Mission (AZM) in Britain's Southern African Natal Colony in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries "naturalized" Christianity and made it alocal religion. The stripping away of the US cultural traits
of the AZM —a Congregationalist mission affiliated with the American Board of Commissioners— was
achieved, ironically, via a characteristically UStool for conversion: the revival meeting. Zulu emotionalism
made white missionaries uncomfortable, but like colonizers everywhere, they eventually conceded that while
they could deliver the message, they could not contral its reception and application. Underlying Houl€'s
analysisis hisdesire to explain why a majority of Zulu converts stayed with the AZM rather than joining
African Independent Churches that would allow them greater freedom of religious expression. To answer,
Houle moves away from the political and economic explanations offered by Jean and John Comaroff,
Elizabeth Elbourne, Paul Landau, and J. D. Y. Peel, and follows Benedict Carton by explaining how Zulu
converts transformed AZM theol ogy from within by incorporating Zulu beliefs. This transformation, Houle
argues, helped ensure the survival of Christianity in rural Southern Africa. Summing Up: Recommended.
Upper-division undergraduates and above. (CHOICE)

About the Author
Robert J. Houleis associate professor of history at Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenny Hardy:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonia South
Africa, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Fred Simpson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africayour mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in areserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Making African Christianity: Africans
Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africa giving you an additional experience more than blown



away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Patrice Eubanks:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The
Making African Christianity: Africans Reimagining Their Faith in Colonia South Africa provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.

Jennifer David:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Making African Christianity: Africans
Reimagining Their Faith in Colonial South Africa can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know.

Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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