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What does diaspora mean? Until quite recently, the word had a specific and
restricted meaning, referring principally to the dispersal and exile of the Jews.
But since the 1960s, the term diaspora has proliferated to a remarkable extent, to
the point where it is now applied to migrants of amost every kind.

This Very Short Introduction explains where the concept of diaspora came from,
how its meaning changed over time, why its usage has expanded so dramatically
in recent years, and how it can both clarify and distort the nature of migration.
Kevin Kenny highlights the strength of diaspora as amode of explanation,
focusing on three key elements--movement, connectivity, and return--and
illustrating his argument with examples drawn from Jewish, Armenian, African,
Irish, and Asian diasporas. He shows that diasporais not ssimply a synonym for
the movement of people. Its explanatory power is greatest when people believe
that their departure was forced rather than voluntary. Thus diaspora would not
really explain most of the Irish migration to America, but it does shed light on the
migration compelled by the Great Famine. Kenny also describes how migrants
and their descendants devel op diasporic cultures abroad--regardless of the form
their migration takes--based on their connections with a homeland, real or
imagined, and with people of common origin in other parts of the world. Finaly,
most conceptions of diaspora feature the dream of areturn to a homeland, even
when this yearning does not involve an actual physical relocation.

About the Series:;

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to awide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Palitics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives areadable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
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library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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principally to the dispersal and exile of the Jews. But since the 1960s, the term diaspora has proliferated to a
remarkable extent, to the point where it is now applied to migrants of almost every kind.

This Very Short Introduction explains where the concept of diaspora came from, how its meaning changed
over time, why its usage has expanded so dramatically in recent years, and how it can both clarify and distort
the nature of migration. Kevin Kenny highlights the strength of diaspora as a mode of explanation, focusing
on three key elements--movement, connectivity, and return--and illustrating his argument with examples
drawn from Jewish, Armenian, African, Irish, and Asian diasporas. He shows that diasporais not simply a
synonym for the movement of people. Its explanatory power is greatest when people believe that their
departure was forced rather than voluntary. Thus diaspora would not really explain most of the Irish
migration to America, but it does shed light on the migration compelled by the Great Famine. Kenny also
describes how migrants and their descendants devel op diasporic cultures abroad--regardless of the form their
migration takes--based on their connections with a homeland, real or imagined, and with people of common
originin other parts of the world. Finally, most conceptions of diasporafeature the dream of areturnto a
homeland, even when this yearning does not involve an actual physical relocation.

About the Series;

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet dways balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventualy, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.

Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short I ntroductions) By Kevin Kenny Bibliography

- Sales Rank: #354953 in Books

- Brand: Brand: Oxford University Press, USA

- Published on: 2013-07-16

- Original language: English

- Number of items; 1

- Dimensions: 4.40" h x .60" w x 6.60" |, .25 pounds
- Binding: Paperback



- 144 pages

."'. Download Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short In ...pdf

@ Read Online Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0199858586

Download and Read Free Online Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By
Kevin Kenny

Editorial Review

About the Author

Kevin Kenny is Professor of History at Boston College. His books include Peaceable Kingdom Lost: The
Paxton Boys and the Destruction of William Penn's Holy Experiment, Making Sense of the Molly Maguires,
and The American Irish: A History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric Campbell:

This Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. That Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) without we
realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring once you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having very good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Nancy Rush:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Paula Shepard:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
isknown as of book Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.



Adrian Kao:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that
book Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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